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What is Stormwater?

Stormwater is min that falls on roofs, lawns and
paved areas, like driveways and roads, and is car-
ried away by a system of stormmwater pipes, cul-
verts and ditches. As it flows ever the land, storm-
water picks uwp or is contamingted by debris,
chemdeals, dirt and other pollutants, This wn-
trested water is discharged  into the waterbadies
we use for swimming, fishing and drinking water,

How Do Construction Activities
Pollute Stormwater?

Construction activities can canse soil erosion and
downstream problems with sedimentation. Em-
shon at construction sites may affect a relatively
small percentage of land in the watershed, but can
contribute significantly to the erosion rates in the
watershed,!  Development resulting from con-
struction activities can increase the amount of im-
pervions surfaces thus increasing runofl o lakes,
rivers and streams, This heightened flow rate may
result in erosion and sedimentation problems
downstream as we!l
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! Braudy, MLC., e R, Weil, 1995. Tha Matura anif Progrtios o
Sarks, 12th oo, Prentice Hall, Upper Saiills River, 1),

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=d2VzdHIvY2toaWxsdG93bnNoaX Aub3...

Additional Information
Pennsylvania State Dept, of Eavisonmental Protection
hutps/fowwdep. state.pa.us

Undtedd Seates Environmental Protection Agency
hurpy/fwww e pagov/npsdes
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