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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | 2024 Sustainability Forum

TONIGHT’S AGENDA:
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | What is Sustainable Solebury?

Connect with US!

SUSTAINABLE SOLEBURY
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | What has Solebury Township been up to?
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | Who’s who in the Solebury EAC?

Solebury Township’s EAC serves at the approval of the Township Board of Supervisors.
Connect with US!
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | What has the EAC been up to?
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | What has the EAC been up to?
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | EAC: What’s the Deer Management Program?

Connect with US!
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RATIONALE:   
• Single-use plastic-bag waste can linger on land and in waterways for centuries, creating a serious 

long-term environmental problem that affects both land and water quality

• Due to the environmental hazards caused by single-use plastic, there is strong public support for 
the elimination of such products

• Opportunity to eliminate 100% of one category of single-use plastic waste

HISTORY/BACKGROUND:
• Planning for the ordinance began prior to the pandemic

• 2019 state moratorium on plastic bag bans (Phila, Narberth, West Chester, Lower Merion filed 
lawsuits)

• 2021 – letters sent to Solebury Twp businesses and restaurants requesting voluntary compliance

• June 21, 2022- Solebury Township enacted Ordinance 2022-003, which bans the point-of-sale 
distribution of single-use plastic bags

SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | EAC: What’s the Single Use Plastic Ordinance 2022 ?
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | EAC: What’s the Single Use Plastic Ordinance 2022 ?

DETAILS OF Ordinance 2022-003

• As of the effective date, commercial establishments within the Township prohibited 
from providing single-use plastic bags to customers at point-of-sale.

• Commercial establishments may make recyclable paper bags available to customers 
for a uniform charge of $0.10 per recyclable paper bag.

• All monies collected for the sale of recyclable paper bags shall be retained by 
commercial establishments.

• Commercial establishments are required to post signage informing customers of the 
plastic bag prohibition and fee for recyclable paper bags.

• Commercial establishments are prohibited from providing single-use plastic straws and 
polystyrene containers to customers.
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | EAC: What’s the Single Use Plastic Ordinance 2022 ?

AMENDMENTS

• April 18, 2023- ordinance amended to include banning the use of single-use splash 
sticks (i.e.; Starbucks plastic drink stoppers)

• Proposed amendment (in-progress) -- single-use plastic utensils only to be provided to 
patrons upon request



2024 Solebury Township | Environmental Advisory Council, Sustainability Subcommittee

FUN FACTS!    Why Are Single-Use Bags Bad For The Environment?  

Plastic Bags

• Are used, on average, for a whopping 12 minutes
• Have a life expectancy of 1,000 years.
• Never really decompose. They only break down into smaller pieces of micro plastics.
• Kill about 100,000 marine animals every year. 

Paper Bags

• Create more waste in the production process compared to plastic bags.
• Take centuries to biodegrade in a landfill.

Guess how many plastic bags are used every year? 4,000,000,000,000

The most sustainable thing you can do is remember to bring your own bags!

SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | EAC: What’s the Single Use Plastic Ordinance 2022 ?

https://environmentmassachusetts.org/sites/environment/files/reports/Bag%20Ban%20Fact%20Sheet%20_0.pdf
http://www.wmnorthwest.com/guidelines/plasticvspaper.htm
http://www.wmnorthwest.com/guidelines/plasticvspaper.htm
http://www.wmnorthwest.com/guidelines/plasticvspaper.htm
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Shannon Pendleton Member
Jeanne Litwin Member
Tim Marsh Member
Kate Robeson-Grubb Township Administrator

John Francis Supervisory Board 
Liaison

SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | Who’s who in the Solebury SSC?

Solebury Township’s EAC serves at the approval of the Township Board of Supervisors.
Connect with US!
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WHO’S HERE TODAY?SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | SSC: Energy Transition Planning
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | Baseline Greenhouse Gas Emissions

2022:
59,700 MTCO2e



2024 Solebury Township | Environmental Advisory Council, Sustainability Subcommittee

SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | SSC: Township Building Case Study:  Energy Audit

EXISTING
347,314 KwH/yr

OPTIMIZED:
230,423 KwH/yr
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WHO’S HERE TODAY?SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | SSC: Partners Events + Incentives
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WHO’S HERE TODAY?SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | Penn State University: LCAP PROGRAM



Brandi Robinson
Associate Teaching Professor

Energy and Sustainability Policy
Co-director of the Local Climate Action Program

April 4, 2024



“We’re taking baby steps 
when we need to run.”  
Simon Stiell, Executive 
Secretary UNFCCC

“…we stay laser-focused on our North Star, 
and that is keeping 1.5 within reach.”

Sultan Ahmed Al-Jaber
COP28 President





https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/climate/Pages/Local-Climate-Action.aspx

History of the LCAP

• Started by PA Department of Environmental 
Protection Energy Programs Office

• Matched university faculty and students across 
PA with local government officials for 
individual projects

• Partnered with ICLEI Local Governments for 
Sustainability for training and software

• Fall:  GHG Inventory and Report
Spring:  Draft Climate Action Plan

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/climate/Pages/Local-Climate-Action.aspx


Penn State LCAP Communities
2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3

• Bucks County
• Doylestown Borough
• Doylestown Township
• East Fallowfield Township
• Erie
• Lower Macungie Township
• Lower Merion Township
• Reading
• Scranton
• State College Borough
• Uwchlan Township
• Wormleysburg Township

2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4

• Centre County
• Churchill Borough
• Conshohocken Borough
• Dept of Conservation and Natural Resources
• Homestead, Borough
• Lower Macungie Township
• Mechanicsburg Township
• Palmer Township

• Solebury Township
• State College Borough



Fall:  Creating an Inventory

Establishing 
communication plans for 

each team

Collecting and analyzing 
data

Navigating the ClearPath 
learning curve

Presenting the inventory 
to the local government 

publicly



Spring:  Climate Planning

Creating a scope of work 
and deliverables to advance 

local climate action

Delegating pieces of that 
work to students

Presenting findings to the 
local government publicly

Engaging in weekly seminar 
series



Energy and Sustainability Policy: Capstone
Michael Johnson
• Supporting EAC’s work on outreach for the implementation of the 

Energy Transition Plan



Thank you!

brobinson@psu.edu

mailto:brobinson@psu.edu


BUCKS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Bucks County Controller 2018 to 2022
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | Annual Sustainability Forum

THANK YOU, SPEAKERS!



2024 Solebury Township | Environmental Advisory Council, Sustainability Subcommittee

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Take a moment for the 
Community Poll 

~ Share your ideas!
~ Sign up for news and events!

SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | Annual Sustainability Forum

Community Poll !
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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | Annual Sustainability Forum THANK YOU!

VISIT TONIGHT’S LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS!

Visit with tonight’s speakers and these sustainable groups! 
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LEARN MORE : Helpful Links Handout! 

SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP | 2024 Sustainability Forum

Helpful Links!

THANK YOU for coming!
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