














Purpose of Today’s Presentation
 Clarify the Importance of Farming and Agricultural 

Production in the Township

 Share the mission, objectives and Strategic Plan of 
the Farm Committee

 Convey primary issues and concerns of Solebury 
Farm Community

 Formally obtain the Supervisor’s Public Support for 
the Farm Committee’s Work and Feedback on 
Strategic Plan



PA
Leading industry in state (http://dced.pa.gov/key-

industries/agribusiness/)

“It is the declared policy of the Commonwealth to 
conserve and protect and encourage the 
development and improvement of it agricultural 
land…” Right to Farm Act,p1 sect. 951. Legislative policy, June 10, 1982

Solebury
“The Solebury Farm Committee was established…to 

protect agricultural land in the Township and 
support and strengthen our farming economy.”

Farming Importance…



Why Support Farming

Economic Factors

Community Enrichment

Environmental Benefits



Why Support Farming
Economic Factors

Solebury Township = 3rd lowest Total Tax/Millage rate in 
Bucks County
Significant Farm Township Population + Prudent Township 

Spending = Low Overhead/Less Spending

Diversify Tax Base
Productive Industry that fits within Strategic Vision and 

Historical Legacy of the Township
Helps retain and increase property value
Capitalize production of fallow land
Employment Opportunities



Why Support Farming
Community Enrichment

 Important part of Cultural Heritage and History of the 
Township

Support for Food Security in Community
Working in Congruence with Land Preservation Efforts
Support Community Demand for Products and Land Use
Significant reason why people live in and visit the area



Why Support Farming
Environmental Benefits

Land Preservation Support
Helps to maintain/conserve Open Space
Reduce or Limit Infrastructure Costs (Direct/Indirect)
 Improve soil conservation
Mitigate soil erosion



Solebury Township Farm Committee 
Strategic Plan Outline

Zoning/Acre Laws

Land - Farmer Match Program

Committee Synergy

Farm Committee as a Resource

Additional Support Efforts



Zoning / PA. Acre Laws
 Acre Laws /“Agriculture, Communities and Rural Environment” (The 

central purpose of ACRE is to protect normal agricultural 
operations from unauthorized local regulation.)

 Increase awareness
Police
Education / Discussions
Additional easily accessible reference 

material
Police Officer / Farm Liaison

Zoning Department
Zoning Officer education/seminars



Zoning/Specific

 Zoning - Farm Applicability Review
 High Tunnel/Hoop Houses and other AG accessory structures
 AG Security Area Exemptions
 Ag Dev Ag Modernization Issues
 Storm Water Permits

 Farm Worker Housing Issue
 Housing cost
 Availability limited by zoning 
 Importance for farmers to live on or near the farm
 PA & Fed laws regulate/recognize condition
 Work with Township to review current regs. 
 Present suggestions to revise current regs.



Land - Farmer Match Program

 Explore the linking of potential Solebury Farm land with farmers
 Recommend Tools to assist with matching land & farmers:

 Example: PA Farm Link (“PA Farm Link is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
linking farmers to the future”).

 Implementations in numerous states.
 Will evaluate PA Farm Link for Solebury applicability 
 Committee will present to BOS detailed PA Farm Link or alternative approach

 Solebury Township directed program
 Township Program to be self sufficient after initial “Farm Matching” assistance

 Establish link on Township website
 Description of program
 Channel to Farm Link resources
 Forms
 Contact info

 Ongoing Educational Seminars 
 Best Practices
 Farm Succession



Shared Interests with: 

Land Preservation Committee 
Enhance/support farming/easements

Planning Commission / ZHB(within legal limits)

Consider farm issues when reviewing (ACRE Laws)

Environmental  Advisory Committee
Programs either support or do not hinder farms

HARB
 Incorporation of farming in review criteria

Committee Synergy



Farm Committee as a Resource

Encourage New and Creative agriculture 
methods

Support existing agricultural operations

Provide educational resources and opportunities
 Township and External Sourced Seminars 



Additional Support Efforts

Community owned farms/gardens
Review with Township Admin of current and 

future land availability and use

Prevent PennDot/PECO spraying of farm 
areas
Review with Township Admin current opt out 

procedures
Branded Agricultural Products
Solebury/BC marketing label



Additional Support Efforts cont.

Township enhance Public awareness
Post on Township Website:

Farm and Market Directory 
Current Farm Community/Charitable activities

 Encourage farm-based education programs 

 ASA Application on Website

 Solebury Township Farm Support Statement



Conclusion

Multiple year implementation 

Request Supervisors' support for Farm 
Committee to work with Township 
Administration and Committees to develop 
Strategic Plan recommendations for 
Supervisors’ approval.

Annual update of Strategic Plan as STFC 
moves through process
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