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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
September 20, 2022 – 6:00 P.M. 

Hybrid Budget Meeting 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attendance:  Mark Baum Baicker, Chair, John S. Francis, Vice-Chair, Hanna Howe, Robert McEwan, Kevin 
Morrissey, Christopher Garges, Township Manager, Michele Blood, Assistant Manager, and Catherine 
Cataldi, Secretary.  Mark L. Freed, Township Solicitor and Curtis J. Genner, Township Engineer were also 
in attendance. 
 
The recording device was turned on. 
 
I. The meeting was called to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
II. Approval of Bills Payable – September 15, 2022 
 
Res.2022-122 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Mr. Morrissey, the list of Bills Payable 
dated September 15, 2022 was unanimously approved as prepared and posted. 
 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes – September 6, 2022 Meeting 
 
Res.2022-123 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Ms. Howe, the Minutes of the 
September 6, 2022 Meetings were unanimously approved as prepared and posted.  
 
IV. Announcements/Resignation/Appointments 
 
Executive Session 
The Board announced an Executive Session held prior to the meeting dealing with Legal and Property 
Matters. 
 
V. Supervisor Comment – No Supervisor Comment 
 
VI. Presentations 
 
The Free Library of New Hope and Solebury  
Doug Brindley, Library President presented a PowerPoint presentation (copy of which is attached).  
Highlights of the presentation include: Year-to-Date Highlights; Year-to-Date Circulation; Year-to-Date 
Revenue; Year-to-Date Expenses; 2022 Year-to-Date Budget vs. Actual; 2022 Spelling Bee; and 
Concluding Thoughts. 
 
Ms. Howe questioned if Adults and Youths are included in the E-Circulation statistics.  Mr. Brindley 
advised that the statistics included both.  
 
Mr. Baum Baicker questioned in the E-Circulation statistic included the Kanopy service. Mr. Brindley was 
unsure of the answer.  
 
Mr. Morrissey questioned the difficulties of separating the Library usage by residents. Mr. Brindley 
explained that this task is more difficult now than before.  The circulation statistic comes from Bucks 
County who recently changed the system used.   
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VII. Public Hearing  
 
Non-Discrimination Ordinance – Authorization to Adopt 
Mr. Baum Baicker gave an overview of the ordinance (copy of which is attached). 
 
Res.2022-124 – Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded by Ms. Howe, it was unanimously 
agreed to adopt AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLEBURY, COUNTY OF BUCKS, 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA ESTABLISHING THE SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP HUMAN RELATIONS 
COMMISSION AND PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, PUBLIC 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 
 
Conditional Use – Solebury School Girls Dormitory (6832 Phillips Mill Road/6852 Phillips Mill Road, TMP# 
41-018-079) 
The public hearing was opened by Mark Freed, Township Solicitor.  A court stenographer was present to 
record the testimony. 
 
The applicant, Solebury School was present.  Solebury School was represented by Steve Feld, Director of 
Finance and Operations, Edward Murphy, Council and Greg Glitzer, Engineer. 
 
No party status was granted. 
 
The Conditional Use and Preliminary/Final Land Development were heard together.  
 
Following an overview of the project, testimony, conversation between the Board and applicant, and 
public comments the hearing was closed. 
 
Res.2022-125 – Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded by Mr. Morrissey, it was unanimously 

agreed to grant a conditional use approval pursuant to §27-2207:   

• Under § 27-2208.5.B(2) for a corridor crossing of a riparian corridor in Zone 1; and under § 27-
2208.5.D(2) for a corridor crossing in Zone 2 of the riparian corridor.   

• Under § 27-2109.4.C(6) to place the driveway in the flood fringe  
• Under § 27-2205.1.G to disturb over 20% of the Productive Agricultural Soils, and 2.75 acres 

within areas previously graded.   
• Under §§ 27-2208.5.D(4) and 27-2209.5.D(5) to locate stormwater basins, level spreaders and 

other structures within Riparian Corridor Zone 2. 
 
Subject to the following conditions:  
 

• That the Applicant resolve all outstanding items contained in the review memorandum of the 
Township Engineer dated September 15, 2022, the review letter of the Township Landscape 
Architect dated August 29, 2022, the review memorandum of the Township Traffic Consultant 
dated August 15, 2022, and the reviews and comments by any other Township consultants, 
appointed officials and staff, including but not limited to the following: 
  

➢ Revising the plans to identify adequate metes and bounds to correspond with legal 
descriptions for conveyance of easement area(s);  

➢ Revising plans with additional details/specifications (e.g. liner install trench/elevations, 
backfill material specifications, compaction specifications, pipe protrusion/boot details, 
liner/structure sealant specifications) which must be followed for installation of the 
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required impermeable liners, as identified by the design engineer; the Corridor 
Management Plan   

➢ Revising plans to show additional canopy trees and understory shrubs along the 
proposed walkway north of the proposed turn-around.   

➢ Revising plans to annotate bearings and distances for ultimate right-of-way and all 
break distances between boundary lines and ultimate right-of-way to the extent 
necessary to verify boundaries and to demonstrate consistency with required legal 
descriptions.  

➢ Revising plans to identify the proper amount of wetlands located on the property so 
that the this issue may be comprehensively reviewed by the Zoning Officer.  

➢ Revising plans to identify additional buffer plantings to alleviate vehicle headlight 
spillover on the property across from the proposed improved access on School Lane.  

➢ Forwarding plans to Township in .pdf format as well as autocad .dwg format.  
➢ Obtaining Bucks County Department of Health (BCDH) and/or PADEP approval for on-

site disposal of sewage.   
➢ Obtaining PADEP Chapter 105 Permit Approval; and  
➢ Preparing a comprehensive cost estimate to supplement the required financial security 

agreement. 
  

• That the Applicant comply with the rules, regulations and ordinances of Solebury Township, the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the United States government, including, but not limited to, 
the Solebury Township Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 

• That the Applicant otherwise comply with all applicable building and environmental 
regulations, including local, state and federal requirements, including but not limited to, the 
American with Disabilities Act. 

• The Board will issue a written opinion or letter of decision in lieu of a formal opinion on the 
Conditional Use Application within 45 days of the approval, each of which may contain 
additional conditions. 

 
VIII. Subdivision/Land Development 
 
Preliminary/Final Land Development – Solebury School Girls Dormitory (6832 Phillips Mill Road/6852 
Phillips Mill Road, TMP# 41-018-079) 
Res.2022-126 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Mr. Morrissey, it was unanimously 
agreed to grant a Preliminary/Final Land Development Approval with the waivers set forth in the List 
of Requested Waivers as revised 9/14/2022, subject to the same conditions noted above for the 
Conditional Use above. 
 
IX. New Business 
 
Resolution Approval – Act 537 Sewage Treatment Facility Planning Module Component #4A – Robert 
and Elaine MacAvoy (6026 Stovers Mill Road, TMP# 41-001-023-004) 
Copy of resolution is attached. 
 
Res.2022-127 – Upon a motion by Mr. Morrissey, seconded by Ms. Howe, it was unanimously agreed 
to adopt the resolution approving the Act 537 Sewage Treatment Facility Planning Module 
Component # 4A – Robert and Elain MacAvory (6026 Stovers Mill Road, TMP # 41-001-023-004). 
 
Shire Drive Realignment – Authorize Staff to Discuss Options with Property Owners 
Mr. McEwan gave an overview of the topic.  
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Mr. Garges commented that he contacted both Homeowners’ Associations prior to the meeting. 
 
Jeff Carney, North Pointe Homeowners Board of Directors Member/resident, expressed opposition from 
the North Pointe Homeowners Board to the proposed project. 
 
Shane Moylan, resident, expressed opposition to the proposed project. 
 
Res.2022-128 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Mr. Baum Baicker, it was unanimously 
agreed to authorize the Township Administration to converse with North Pointe Homeowners 
Association and Shire Homeowners Association on possible changes.  
  
Energy/Climate Forum – Authorize and Announce – October 13, 2022 at 6:00 PM 
Res.2022-129 – Upon a motion by Mr. Francis, seconded by Mr. Baum Baicker, it was unanimously 
agreed to authorize the Energy/Climate Forum to be held on October 13, 2022 at 6:00 pm in the New 
Hope Solebury High School Cafeteria. 
 
Revision to Single-Use Plastic Ordinance – Authorization to Advertise 
The proposed revision to the ordinance includes the removal of the words related to “handles” from the 
produce bag definition. 
 
Res.2022-130 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Ms. Howe, it was unanimously agreed to 
advertise the Revision to the Single-Use Plastic Ordinance. 
 
X. Public Comment – No Public Comment 
 
XI. Adjournment  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       Catherine Cataldi 
       Secretary 



Update for the Solebury Board of Supervisors
20 September 2022



• For FY2022, Solebury committed to a total donation to the library of $125,000, 
and we hope that can be sustained in the coming year with as much inflation 
assistance as can be offered.

• Last year with Solebury’s assistance, the library established a Qualified Small 
Employer Health Reimbursement Arrangement (“QSEHRA”), an IRS-approved 
plan for providing health and dental cost relief to full-time employees.  New Hope 
is considering joining as a partner for the coming year.

• The library added Kanopy to its virtual services. Kanopy is a streaming video 
service which allows New Hope and Solebury patrons to download movies, 
television series, and educational presentations. This service is only available to 
New Hope-Solebury cardholders.

• With the ongoing support of the Friends of the Library, the library purchased five 
additional large floating shelves that will allow us to increase the size of our 
physical collection.

• The library received a $5,000 Bucks County Business Recovery Grant to be used 
toward library operations.

• A new strategic plan was finalized early in 2022.

• The library has returned to its pre-pandemic services and hours of operation; 
patrons continue to proceed with caution in terms of mask-wearing and in-
person program attendance, and personal choice is respected. 

Year-to-Date Highlights



Year-to-Date Circulation
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Year-to-Date Revenue (through 31 July 2022)

$186,540 (82.3%)

$5,464 (2.4%)

$6,671 (3%) $27,964 (12.3%)

2022 YTD REVENUE = $226,639

Donor Contributions Earned Revenues Miscellaneous Fundraising

DONOR CONTRIBUTIONS
• Matching Gifts                $1,625
• FOL Adult Prog. Grant   $7,000
• Bucks Recovery Grant   $5,000
• State Aid                        $31,915
• New Hope                     $32,000
• Solebury                      $109,000



Year-to-Date Expenses (through 31 July 2022)

$7,154 (4%)

$5,103 (3%)

$110,750 (65%)$5,372 (3%)

$11,254 (7%)

$9,357 (5%)

$2,087 (1%) $20,082.00 (12%)

2022 YTD EXPENSES = $171,159

Grant & Contract Program Fees Payroll
Fundraising Operating Occupancy
Miscellaneous Bookkeeping, Acounting, Legal



2022 Year-to-Date Budget vs. Actual
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Actual Budget

• Total revenue includes grants not anticipated in the forecast.
• Total expenses are slightly higher than forecast, as 2022 inflation affects the library’s cost basis significantly.
• Fundraising is above the forecast, but as in 2021 the forecast was intentionally pessimistic due to enduring 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.



2022 Spelling Bee

• The Annual Spelling Bee (“annual” except for 2020 and 
2021) is scheduled for Friday night, October 7th, at the high 
school auditorium.

• 20 teams will compete to avoid considerable public shame 
and humiliation.

• Major sponsors include McCaffrey’s, Penn Community 
Bank, and Addison-Wolfe.

• This year entry at the door will be free, but numerous 
donation opportunities will await within.

• Official judges will be Mayor Larry Keller, Bridget Wingert, 
and Dr. Charles Lentz.



Concluding thoughts

• Inflation in the general economy is hitting the library hard, 
as it is everywhere.  

• Continuing and increased donor support is needed now 
more than ever.

• For 2023, the library board is planning a return to larger, 
formal donor events, including a major gathering in the 
spring.

• Dr. Mike McKenna is leaving the library board at the end of 
2022 for personal reasons, and the library will work with 
Solebury to identify an excellent replacement to be one of 
your two designated representatives.

• The services agreement between Solebury and the library, 
dormant for a number of months, will be revived by the 
library board.
























