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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
June 21, 2022 – 6:00 P.M. 

Hybrid Meeting 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attendance:  Mark Baum Baicker, Chair, John S. Francis, Vice-Chair, Hanna Howe, Robert McEwan, Kevin 
Morrissey, Dennis H. Carney, Township Manager, Michele Blood, Assistant Manager, and Catherine 
Cataldi, Secretary.  Mark L. Freed, Township Solicitor was also in attendance. 
 
The recording device was turned on. 
 
I. The meeting was called to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
II. Approval of Bills Payable – May 26, 2022 and June 9, 2022 
 
Res.2022-83 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Ms. Howe, the list of Bills Payable dated 
May 26, 2022 and June 9, 2022 were unanimously approved as prepared and posted. 
 
III. Announcements/Resignations/Appointments 
 
Executive Session 
The Board announced the Executive Session held June 3, 2022 dealing with Personnel Matters. 
 
The Board announced the Executive Session held June 21, 2022 prior to the meeting dealing with Land 
Preservation and Zoning Issues. 
 
Appointment of Michael Miernicki to the Land Preservation Committee 
Res. 2022-84 – Upon a motion by Ms. Howe, seconded by Mr. McEwan, it was unanimously agreed to 
appoint Michael Miernicki, resident, without compensation, to the Land Preservation Committee for 
term ending December 31, 2022. 
 
IV. Supervisor Comment  
 

• Mr. McEwan gave an update on the New Jersey Department of Transportation Devil’s Tea Table 
Rockfall Mitigation Project to be on the July 2022 Board of Supervisors’ meeting. 

 
V. Public Comment  
 

• Mr. Baum Baicker read the following comment made by Buz Teacher, resident: 

I want to express my respect and gratitude to Dennis Carney for the superb work his has done 

during his long tenure at Solebury Township. His many accomplishments and contributions have 

made a lasting impact on day to day life here in Solebury. Dennis's personal hands-on approach 

to problem solving has been an inspiration to watch over all these years. He has set a rare 

example of kindness coupled with amazing proficiency for the many responsibilities he 

undertook.  Dennis it has been an honor to know you. 
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• Lorraine Doan, resident, commented on the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection recycling grant the Township received and used towards the purchase of a dump 

truck and leaf truck.  Ms. Doan questioned the grant documents and requirements. 

VI. Public Hearing 
 
Historical Architectural Review Board – Certificate of Appropriateness – Bil and Laura Sauer (TMP # 41-
002-002-004, 6083 Carversville Road)  
Upon a motion by Marnie Newman, seconded by Steve Young, it was (unanimously) agreed to 
recommend issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP# 41-002-002-004 as follows: 

1. Work is to be completed per the specifications submitted with the application. 
2. Installation of a 10’ x 16’ shed on the side of the garage, 22’ away and 15’ back. 
3. Shed is Board and Batten siding, painted Timberbark. 
4. The doors and flower boxes painted bronze. 
5. The shingled roof in the color charcoal. 

 
Res.2022-85 – Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded my Ms. Howe, it was unanimously 
agreed to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP # 41-002-002-004, 6083 Carversville Road as 
recommended by the Historical Architectural Review Board.  Issuance of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness does not relieve the applicant from obtaining any and all applicable permits prior to 
commencement of work. 
 
Historical Architectural Review Board – Certificate of Appropriateness – Dimitri Politikas (TMP # 41-004-
039, 3792 Aquetong Road)  
Upon a motion by Marnie Newman, seconded by Steve Young, it was (unanimously) agreed to 
recommend issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP# 41-004-039 as follows: 

1. Work is to be completed based on the proposed application. 
2. Work for the garage includes the construction of a new gabled roof; Board and Batten siding by 

James Hardie and Hardie Board shingles in color matching principal dwelling; the siding should 
be a smooth finish, non-grained. 

3. The roof will be in the color dark bronze and will be standing seam metal. 
4. The pan width should not exceed 17 inches. The standing seams for the roof should be an inch. 
5. The siding of the garage doors will be Board and Batten siding, with iron strap hardware, top. 
6. Iron strap hardware topped by simulated divided lights. 
7. On the main house, all roofs, with the exception of the porch, will be the same standing seam 

metal as the garage, in the same dark bronze. The same requirements apply. 
 
Res.2022-86 – Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded my Ms. Howe, it was unanimously 
agreed to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP # 41-004-039, 3792 Aquetong Road as 
recommended by the Historical Architectural Review Board.  Issuance of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness does not relieve the applicant from obtaining any and all applicable permits prior to 
commencement of work. 
 
Historical Architectural Review Board – Certificate of Appropriateness – Scott Black (TMP # 41-004-040, 
3786 Aquetong Road)  
Upon a motion by Steve Young, seconded by Scott Minnucci, it was (unanimously) agreed to recommend 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP# 41-004-040 as follows: 

1. Work is to be completed based on the proposed application. 
2. The roof will be in the color dark bronze and will be standing seam metal. 
3. The pan width should not exceed 17 inches. The standing seams for the roof should be an inch. 
4. The gutters will be replaced with a 5-inch half round gutter in brown. 
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5. Connect existing downspouts in the same material. 
 
Res.2022-87 – Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded my Mr. Francis, it was unanimously 
agreed to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP # 41-004-040, 3786 Aquetong Road as 
recommended by the Historical Architectural Review Board.  Issuance of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness does not relieve the applicant from obtaining any and all applicable permits prior to 
commencement of work. 
 
Historical Architectural Review Board – Certificate of Appropriateness – Scott Black (TMP # 41-004-040, 
3786 Aquetong Road)  
Upon a motion by Nancy Ruddle, seconded by Steve Young, it was (unanimously) agreed to recommend 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP# 41-004-040 as follows: 

1. Work is to be completed based on the proposed application. 
2. Move two existing flagstones from front walkway and recut to approximately 4 feet by 33 inches 

and relocate to the space between Aquetong Road and existing front steps. 
3. Then place new Pennsylvania flagstones in their place to complete the front walkway, stone 

approximately 4 feet by 2 feet. 
4. Install natural stone edging from Delaware quarry that matches stone in house and existing wall. 

Stone will be flush with walkway. Stone size approximately 4 inches by 4 inches, and up to 14 
inches in length. 

5. Edge proposed planting beds with same size natural stone, might be slightly raised to avoid 
mulch, dirt, and run off; remove tree roots in lower wall. 

6. Install same natural stone edging along Aquetong Road, not to exceed 1½ inches above highest 
point in road, per PennDot, and adding a slight matching stone for a slope. 

7. Install driveway apron using same size natural stone, 4 inches by 4 inches and up to 14 inches in 
length. Apron to be approximately 11 feet wide, and not to exceed more than 15 feet deep. 

8. Reuse existing stepping stones between planting beds in road to create an informal pathway or 
leave open with no stones. 

 
Res.2022-88 – Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded my Mr. Francis, it was unanimously 
agreed to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to TMP # 41-004-040, 3786 Aquetong Road as 
recommended by the Historical Architectural Review Board.  Issuance of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness does not relieve the applicant from obtaining any and all applicable permits prior to 
commencement of work. 
 
John S. Francis entered the meeting utilizing the Zoom virtual platform.   
 
Ms. Howe commended the Historical Architectural Review Board (HARB).  
 
Larry Peseski, HARB Chair thanked Dennis Carney for his service as Township Manager.  
 
Short Term Lodging (Airbnb) Ordinance Amendment – Authorization to Adopt 
The Board announced that this topic was removed as it was pending review by the Planning 
Commission. 
  
Single-Use Plastic Ban Ordinance – Authorization to Adopt 
Mr. Freed gave an overview of the progress of development of the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Freed went 
over the exhibits.   
 
Mr. Francis thanked the Environmental Advisory Committee for all their efforts on the ordinance.   
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John DeAndrea, resident, gave an overview of the process and resources used to make plastic, paper 
and cloth containers.  Mr. DeAndrea recommended the Board of Supervisors’ table the motion, conduct 
additional research and discuss further. 
 
Ms. Doan questioned the requirements for public notice. 
 
Hanita Rosenboim, resident, questioned if Commercial Businesses were notified of the single-use plastic 
ban.   
 
Steve Matusz, resident, expressed opposition of the single-use plastic ban ordinance. 
 
Res. 2022-89 – Upon a motion by Mr. Francis, seconded by Mr. Morrissey, it was unanimously agreed 
to adopt AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLEBURY, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA TO 
PROMOTE THE USE OF REUSABLE BAGS, PROHIBIT THE USE OF SINGLE-USE CARRY-OUT PLASTIC BAGS, 
POLYSTYRENE FOOD CONTAINERS, AND SINGLE-USE PLASTIC STRAWS BY COMMERCIAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS, AND ESTABLISHING A CHARGE FOR THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN TYPES OF BAGS AT 
THE POINT OF SALE (copy of which is attached). 
 
VII. New Business 
 
Heritage Senior Living, LLC (One Solebury Partners, LP) – Equivalent Dwelling Units – Letter 
Heritage Senior Living, LLC (One Solebury Partners, LP) was required to secure Equivalent Dwelling Units 
(EDUs) for the planning module project with Bucks County Water & Sewer Authority (BCWSA).   BCWSA 
requested the municipality provide an authorization letter to release the EDU’s if the project is 
withdrawn. 
 
Mr. Freed gave an overview of the Heritage Senior Living, LLC Land Development application and EDUs, 
reservations of EDUs and the release of EDUs. 
 
Res.2022-90 – Upon a motion Mr. McEwan, seconded by Mr. Baum Baicker, it was unanimously 
agreed to authorize the Township Administration to provide the letter to Bucks County Water & 
Sewer Authority. 
 
Act 153 – Certification of Eligible Properties to New Hope Solebury School District 
The Board of Supervisors certifies properties eligible for the Act 153 program on an annual basis to the 
New Hope Solebury School District.  This program authorizes the school district to exempt by resolution 
certain real property from further Millage increases imposed. 
 
Res. 2022-91 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Ms. Howe, it was unanimously agreed to 
certify the list of properties eligible under the Act 153 Program and the Administration is authorized 
to forward the list to the New Hope Solebury School District as prepared. 
 
2022 Budget Amendment No. 1 
In accordance with the Second-Class Township Code, Section 3202(f), Township Administration 
recommended that the Board approve the proposed budget amendment as summarized below: 

• Increase General Fund revenue by $152,500 and increase expenses by $141,200; the net result 
is a $11,300 increase to the General Fund Reserve Balance. 

• Increase Park & Rec Operational revenue of $8,650 and increase expenses by $7,500; the net 
result is a $1,150 increase to the P & R Operating Reserve Balance. 

• Increase in Sustainability Fund expenses by $50,000 which decreases the Sustainability Reserve 
Balance by the same amount. 
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• Increase Capital Project expenses by $67,775 which decreases the Capital Projects Reserve 
Balance by the same amount. 

• Increase Capital Equipment revenue by $140,440 and increase expenses by $57,940 which 
increases the Capital Equipment Reserve Balance by $82,500. 

• Increase Roads & Bridges expenses by $50,000 which decreases the Capital Projects Reserve 
Balance by the same amount. 

• Increase Park Capital revenue by $9,600 and an increase in expense by $5,100 which increases 
the Park Capital Reserve Balance by $4,500. 

• Increase Land Preservation revenue by $4,000,000 and increase expense by $5,000 which 
increases the Land Preservation Reserve Balance by $3,995,000. 

• increase Debt Service expenses by $2,500 which increases the Debt Service Reserve Balance by 
the same amount. 

 
A key component of the budget amendment is the creation of a separate Operating Reserve Fund as 
discussed in Section 1508.1 of the Second-Class Township Code - Operating Reserve Fund. “The board of 
supervisors shall have the power to create and maintain a separate operating reserve fund in order to 
minimize future revenue shortfalls and deficits, provide greater continuity and predictability in the 
funding of vital government services, minimize the need to increase taxes to balance the budget in times 
of fiscal distress, provide the capacity to undertake long-range financial planning and develop fiscal 
resources to meet long-term needs.” 
 

• Mr. DeAndrea questioned whether the new Operating Reserve Fund contains a financial 
threshold requiring the Township to expend any extra funds.   

 

• Ms. Doan questioned what the benefits are to the tax payers when the Township Administration 
saves the Township money.  Mr. Baum Baicker commented on the Township’s past financial 
situation and the Township’s current financial situation.  Mr. Baum Baicker explained the 
benefits that result from the financial stability of the Township. Ms. Doan questioned the school 
tax rate.  Mr. Freed and the Board explained that the School district is a separate entity and the 
Township has no control over the school tax. 

  
Res.2022-92 - Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded by Mr. McEwan, it was unanimously 
agreed to approve the 2022 Budget Amendment No. 1 as documented. 
 
Zoning Hearing Board Application - Authorization for Solicitor to Attend 
This topic was removed from the agenda. 
 
VIII. Public Comment – No public comment 
 
The Board thanked Dennis H. Carney for his service with the Township.  
 
IX. Adjournment  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       Catherine Cataldi 
       Secretary 


















