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SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
June 16, 2020 – 6:00 P.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
The June 16, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. Solebury Township Board of Supervisors meeting was duly advertised 
and held electronically through the Zoom Virtual Meeting Platform. The meeting was held in this 
manner due to the current State and Federal regulations in place from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Attendance:  Mark Baum Baicker, Chair, Kevin Morrissey, Vice-Chair, Noel Barrett, John S. Francis, 
Robert McEwan, Dennis H. Carney, Township Manager, Michele Blood, Assistant Manager, and 
Catherine Cataldi, Secretary.  Zachary Zurbis, Zoning Officer, C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer, and 
Mark L. Freed, Township Solicitor were also in attendance. 
 
Zoom recording device was then turned on. 
 
I. The meeting was called to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
II. Approval of Bills Payable – May 28, 2020 and June 11, 2020 
 
Res. 2020-80 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Mr. Morrissey, the list of Bills Payable 
dated May 28, 2020 and June 11, 2020 were unanimously approved as prepared and posted. 
 
III. Approval of Minutes – May 19, 2020 Virtual Meeting 
 
Res. 2020-81 – Upon a motion by Mr. Francis, seconded by Mr. McEwan, the Minutes of the May 19, 
2020 Virtual Meeting were unanimously approved with the following requested changes made: 1) 
Under Presentations, Solebury Township Committees and Boards, the first line, commented changed 
to comment; 2) Under Public Hearing, HARB – Certificate of Appropriateness – Dennis J. Hansen, 
resident public comment, Susan Whiteman changed to Susan Whitman; and 3) Under Public Hearing, 
HARB – Certificate of Appropriateness – Dennis J. Hansen, resident public comment, Neil Whiteman 
changed to Neil Whitman. 
 
IV. Announcements/Resignations/Appointments 
 

• Executive Session 
The Board announced an executive session held on May 21, 2020 dealing with development. 
 

• Resignation of Kevin MacDonald from the Historical Architectural Review Board 
Mr. Baum Baicker announced the resignation of Kevin MacDonald from the Historical 
Architectural Review Board. The Board thanked Mr. MacDonald for his service. 
 

Res. 2020-82 – Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Mr. Barrett, the resignation of Kevin 
MacDonald from the Historical Architectural Review Board was unanimously accepted. 
 

• Resignation of Joel Weiner from the Solebury Township Land Preservation Committee 
Mr. Baum Baicker announced the resignation of Joel Weiner from the Solebury Township Land 
Preservation Committee.  The Board thanked Mr. Weiner for his service. 
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Res. 2020-83 – Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded by Mr. Barrett, the resignation of Joel 
Weiner from the Solebury Township Land Preservation Committee was unanimously accepted. 
 

• Appointment of Elaine Crooks to the Solebury Township Land Preservation Committee 
Res. 2020-84 – Upon a motion by Mr. Morrissey, seconded by Mr. Francis, it was unanimously agreed 
to appoint Elaine Crooks, Solebury resident, without compensation, to the Solebury Township Land 
Preservation Committee to fill the vacancy resulting from the resignation of Joel Weiner for term 
ending December 31, 2020. 
 
V. Supervisors Comment  
 

• Mr. Baum Baicker commented on restarting the process for the Borrowing. 
 

• Mr. Francis read a Statement of the Board of Supervisors (copy of which is attached). 
Mr. Francis announced John Blevins, resident, for public comment as it pertained to the 
Statement of the Board of Supervisors.   
Mr. Blevins read his statement (copy of which is attached). 
Mr. Morrissey commented that the Supervisors already started the process. 
Helen Tai, resident, expressed support for Mr. Blevins’ request and asked that it be addressed in 
a timely fashion.   
Mr. McEwan expressed support for Mr. Blevins’ request.  
The Board is to take Mr. Blevins’ request under advisory.  This is to be done in a timely fashion. 

 
VI. Public Comment – No Public Comment 
 
VII. Presentations 
 
Recorder of Deeds – Adopt a Book 
Nicole Douglas, Transfer Tax & Communications Coordinator & Robin Robinson, Recorder of Deeds 
presented a PowerPoint presentation (copy of which is attached) to the Board.  The presentation 
included: the finding and preserving of Bucks County deed and miscellaneous books dating back to 1684; 
some of the history that can be found throughout these books; how the preservation of the books is 
paid for, especially the Adopt-A-Book program; and the FREE Fraud Alert Program that has been put in 
place to help the residents of Bucks County. 
 
The Board thanked Ms. Douglas and Ms. Robinson for their presentation.  The Board is to discuss a 
donation amount. 
 
Helen Tai, resident, thanked Ms. Robinson. 
 
Barbara Zietchick, resident, commented the following: Wonderful preservation and presentation.  As a 
printmaker, I am in awe of the preservation you achieved. 
 
Heritage Senior Living Facility/New Cartwheel Partners (6554 Lower York Road) TMP Nos. 41-022-144, 
41-022-144-001, 41-022-144-002, and 41-022-153 
Edward F. Murphy, Greg Glitzer, Christopher B. Chandor, Christopher DelPato, And Michael McCormick 
were all in attendance.  Mr. Glitzer and Mr. Murphy presented exhibits, plans, and a list of Zoning 
Variance to be requested for the Senior Living Facility and Urgent Care/Retail Buildings to the Board. 
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Conversation ensued between the Board and Heritage Senior Living Facility - New Cartwheel Partners.  
Highlights of the conversation included:  the retail space; the use and access to the back parcel; signage; 
building aesthetics; building architecture; and PennDOT. 
 
The Board agreed to send a copy of the meeting recording and presentation to the Planning 
Commission.  The Board agreed to send the presentation and meeting recording as an email blast.  The 
email blast is to include a request for community feedback to be received no later than June 26, 2020.   
 
VIII. Public Hearings 
 
Agricultural Security Area Application – James and Adrienne Mageras (TMP Nos. 41-036-134, 41-036-
135, and 41-036-136) – Recommendation for Agricultural Security Area 
The proposal for addition was submitted by James S. and Adrienne W. Mageras of 6234 Pidcock Creek 
Road, New Hope, Pennsylvania 18938.  The properties in question are Tax Map Parcel numbers 41-036-
134, 41-036-135 and 41-036-136, which are located near the intersection of Pidcock Creek and Windy 
Bush Roads and contain approximately 13.84, 16.13 and 13.12 acres respectively. 
 
Upon a Motion made by Peter Brussock, seconded by Dan Fest the Solebury Township Planning 
Commission unanimously agreed to recommend the application of James & Adrienne Mageras to 
include TMP Nos. 41-036-134, 41-036-135, and 41-036-136 in the Agricultural Security Area. 
 
Upon a Motion made by Kevin Morrissey, seconded by Tim Luccaro the Solebury Township Agricultural 
Security Area Advisory Committee unanimously agreed to recommend the application of James & 
Adrienne Mageras to include TMP Nos. 41-036-134, 41-036-135, and 41-036-136 in the Agricultural 
Security Area. 
 
Mr. Freed opened the hearing.  Mr. Freed discussed the background of the Agricultural Security Area; 
the benefits to the Agricultural Security Area; and the process taken up to this hearing. 
 
Mr. Freed opened the floor for Board comments. 
Mr. Morrissey expressed support for the addition to the Agricultural Security Area.   
No other Supervisor comments. 
 
Mr. Freed opened the floor for public comments. 
No Public comment. 
 
The hearing was closed 
 
Res. 2020-85 Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded by Mr. McEwan, it was unanimously 
agreed to approve the addition of the James S. and Adrienne W. Mageras property (6234 Pidcock 
Creek Road, TMP Nos 41-036-134, 41-036-135 and 41-036-136) to the Solebury Township Agricultural 
Security Area.  
 
IX. New Business 
 
Armitage Road Bridge Project – Bid Award 
Solebury Township received numerous bids for the Armitage Road Bridge Project. 
 
Res. 2020-86 - Upon a motion by Mr. Baum Baicker, seconded by Mr. Barrett it was unanimously 
agreed to authorize the bid for the Armitage Road Bridge Project to Bertolet Construction 
Corporation. 



 

4 
 

 
Laurel Park Paving – Bid Award 
This topic was tabled from the May 19, 2020 Board of Supervisors meeting. 
 
Res. 2020-87 - Upon a motion by Mr. McEwan, seconded by Mr. Francis it was unanimously agreed to 
authorize the total bid for the Laurel Park Paving Project to GoreCon, Inc. 
 
X. Public Comment – No Public Comment 
   
XI. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       Catherine Cataldi 
       Secretary 







Preserving 

History with the

Bucks County

Recorder of 

Deeds
Robin Robinson



Finding out about Historic Deed Books

▪ Mary Ann Bennis

▪ The Recorder of Deeds 

for Blair County, 

Pennsylvania



Books stored in the Warehouse



▪ One of the oldest and 

most experienced 

firms specializing in the 

preservation of legal 

and historical public 

records.

▪ Located in Essex, 

Vermont

Company used for deed book preservation



Start of preservation – organizing the pages



Paper found during preservation process



Bindings on the old books



Water pen & scraping of tape



Water bath



Drying of deed book pages



Cockling – wrinkling of paper with high ink 

content



Removal of protective sheath 



Residual Paste from protective sheath 

removed



Solvent bath to help remove scotch tape



Scotch tape & Gelatinous Residue removal



Tape removed from books



De-acidification Process



Mending torn pages with Japanese Linen



Pages inserted into polyester Mylar sleeves



Old book cover & new book cover



Final product



Life expectancy & storage of preserved 

deed books



Where does the money come from for 

preservation?

 Record Improvement 

Fee

 Adopt-A-Book 

Program

Grants



Record improvement fee

 State law enacted on April 8, 1982

 A $5.00 fee is applied to every 
document recorded in the office

 $3.00 goes into a separate 
account specifically used to 
improve the record for the office

 $2.00 goes to the County Record 
Improvement Fund.



Adopt-A-Book

▪ This program asks the 

residents of Bucks County 

to participate in the 

restorations of these 

historic books by 

donations. 



Grants

 $125,000 Federal Grant 
called “Save America’s 
Treasures” from the 
National Park Service and 
the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services.

 $5,000 Pennsylvania State 
Grant for a Historical and 
Archival Records Care 
Grant from the 
Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission.



Bucks County Slaves
▪ Many slaves throughout 

Bucks County

▪ Miscellaneous books 

contain slave 

emancipation and bill of 

sales.

▪ $125,000 Federal Grant 

called “Save America’s 

Treasures” from the 

National Park Service 

and the Institute of 

Museum and Library 

Services.







Genealogy 



Opening of Deed Records

www.landex.com

 Deed records now open 

back to 1684

 Use of Index Books

 Two ways:

Landex Remote

Landex Webstore



The Bucks County Fraud Alert System

▪ This system monitors any 

documents that are 

recorded in your name, 

whether that be a true 

recording or a fraudulent 

one.

▪ https://www.landex.com/

recordalert/bucks

https://www.landex.com/recordalert/bucks


Social Media

▪ Please like us on 

▪ Facebook 

@RobinRobinsonBCRecorderofDeeds

▪ Instagram

robinrobinsonbuckscorod

▪ Twitter

@BucksROD



Thank You!
From Robin Robinson and the Recorder of Deeds Office




