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 SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP 202 PROPERTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 April 26 2023– 7:00 P.M. 

Hybrid Meeting 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attendance: Nancy Stock-Allen, Chair, Peter Brussock, Vice-Chair, Nancy Minich, Robert Chase Palmer, 
Joanne Reszka, Rickie Yudin, Robin Seiz, Barbara Zietchick, Kevin Morrissey, Supervisor Liaison, Erika 
Canterbury, Administrator. Judith Stern Goldstein, Gilmore and Associates Inc. was also in attendance. 
Absent: Hanna Howe, Supervisor Liaison, Kay Reiss, and Peter von Zelowitz. 
 
Zoom recording was turned on.  
 
I. The meeting was called to order.  
 
II. Approval of Minutes – March 22, 2023 

1. Upon a motion by Mr. Yudin, seconded by Mr. Palmer, the Minutes of March 22, 2023 
meeting were unanimously approved. 

 
III. Presentations 
 

A. Judith Stern Goldstein (Gilmore and Associates) –   Solebury Township Planning and Park 
Design  
The presentation began with overview of Gilmore and Associates organization and services 
they provide, focused on current work and former projects, highlights of masterplans from 
various projects for other communities that would be of interest to the committee, and ended 
with views and process for successful community planning and sustainable design along with 
sharing Gilmore and Associates’ skill for grant writing (copy of which is attached). A question 
and answer session followed. 

1.  Ms. Seiz asked: If Ms. Stern Goldstein had seen the 202 Property in person and was 
there anything she saw initially that she thought would be a wonderful use? 
Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: My first reaction was it was a park with different sections 
and it is perfectly set up and situated for major community events.  And the fact that it 
was originally set up for the flea market and there is impervious surface already, you 
have some prime space for parking.  But I love the natural area and the floodplain and 
there is the opportunity to mix people coming for a very active event in with teaching 
moments in another area of the park. 

2. Ms.  Zietchick asked: You spoke about open space that was allocated to one of the park 
projects… Was it all left as open space and did that include all woods or what kind of 
configuration? 
Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: It was Central Park and two different multi-family use 
developments dedicated land to the township as open space and there was a 
requirement of 50% use as open space.  This dedicated land included different areas.  
Part of the open space remained natural, part became an environmental education 
grove and incorporated the storm water management into this area as well, and part 
connected to Hart’s Woods. Open space was intentionally integrated into the park 
design. 

3. Ms. Zietchick also asked: About specific park design features as well as how would 
Gilmore and Associates would design or handle a park like the 202 Property with regard 
to the front of the park being located near a busy highway and the back of the park 
being more countrified or isolated? 



 

2 
 

Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: It would depend on what features you end up having on 
the property.  If you are going to develop a community gathering area, it should be in 
close proximity to your larger parking areas so it can be easily accessed. Many parks 
have their parking and access roads around the outside so drivers are not crossing 
through the park. In general, you want to have your parking closest to your most intense 
activity. 

4.  Ms.  Stock-Allen asked: What do you see as more creative approaches to pavilions? 
Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: We did one that had stone pillars, cedar shake roof, 
fireplace at one end and a concession stand at the other with a little utility room and 
bathrooms on the end. Some can have more intricate roofs, some are designed to blend 
into the style of architecture of the area.  One thing to mention is the garage door 
utilitarian style pavilion that are often seen at active parks.  They can be used for 
birthday parties, bridal showers, family reunions and various events.  You can pull down 
the doors to get three seasons out of them and the ability to have events rain or shine.   
Stemming from the discussion of pavilion features, a brief discussion ensued on the 
construction, use, and pos and cons of shade structures. 

5. Mr. Brussock asked: Have you seen or considered incorporating solar in a park to 
amplify its sustainability, cover its electrical needs, maybe serve as a demonstration as 
well? 
Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: Yes, in one project mentioned for a STEM park we had 
this and, in most parks we are retrofitting, the lighting is usually solar.  We are installing 
solar charging stations for people’s electronic devices.  It is a big thing especially with 
active recreation areas as people are using devices for tournaments etc.  We are also 
exploring solar roofs on top of pavilions and over parking areas. 

6. Mr. Brussock asked: What’s your feeling on bathroom facilities on a park that has 
events? 
 Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: One: the public tends to expect real bathrooms that flush 
and have running water and it is difficult to tell community members about the cost of 
building a park and then not have bathroom facilities.  I have been all over the country 
and all over the world and there are parks that have nice versions of porta potties and 
some not so nice versions as well.  You are never going to have enough facilities to cover 
the amount of people during major community events.  If you did, you would be wasting 
money and have too many restrooms.  Ms. Stern Goldstein stated for large events, 
porta potties would be needed and are commonly used.  Ms. Stern Goldstein also 
suggested that composting porta potties or composting bathrooms, some are better 
than others, can be used as well and be an educational experience. 

**There was additional comment and discussion on bathrooms being used for multiple purposes that 
invite and support a full spectrum of ages to be able to participate.  Purposes such as: changing rooms, 
and additional reasons that can allow groups of diverse ages and abilities to participate and be 
comfortable. This needs to be considered similarly with pavilions. 

7. Mr. Brussock also asked: When you have a blank slate, what do you think is a sound 
process to align uses with the landscape you are starting with? And how much do you 
lead vs. follow in the process? 
 Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: Look at opportunities and constraints of the site… it 
starts talking to you in conjunction with the needs and wants of the community and it 
begins to sort itself out. We do as much as the community wants or demands. Each 
community is different.  Some want to be led, some want to do the leading and then we 
execute.  It really depends on what the process was articulated to us or what it evolves 
into.  In the end it is the community’s park it is not my park.  It is important to ask the 
critical questions and listen very carefully for the answers. 
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8. Mr. Palmer asked: As a community planner, at what stage in the process do you involve 
the neighbors who are living around the property?  At what stage do you approach 
them? 
 Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer: I always recommend involving the neighbors as much as 
you can. The neighbors, whether they agree with you or not, need to be part of the 
process.  If they are part of the process it is much more likely a project will succeed 
because the people who are closest to it will hopefully relate to it and will be part of the 
solution and not reject the end result. As far as timing it depends, sometimes there is a 
separate study committee formed and stakeholders are invited to meetings or they are 
invited after a site analysis, initial plan, or concept drawings are created.  It depends on 
the individual park, the neighbors, and the individual group from the township that’s 
doing it. 

9. Mr. Palmer also asked: What do you do when a park is on the border of another 
township? We may have individuals using the park that are from another borough but 
Solebury Township is the one paying for it? 
 Ms. Stern Goldstein’s answer:  Ms. Minich offered, and Ms. Stern Goldstein concurred, 
that if you receive DCNR money, you cannot restrict who uses a park that is developed 
through federal grants.  Ms. Stern Goldstein stated this conversation comes up at least 
two times during the evolution of every park.  Residents of all surrounding areas are 
able to use a park and its resources.   
 

B. Robert Chase Palmer –   Park Facility Inventory in Surrounding Townships 
The presentation focused on an overview of parks and their features in Solebury and the 
surrounding townships of: West Amwell, NJ; Lambertville, NJ; New Hope Borough, Upper 
Makefield, Plumstead, and Buckingham (copy of which is attached).  
A discussion followed with highlights of: Specific features missing from surrounding parks, what 
features were common, working on specific descriptions for parks so all visitors are aware of 
what is available, what parks have ADA access or features, reviewing liability and risks 
associated with particular park features. Additional discussion followed. 
1. Mr. Yurden tasked the committee with discovering specifically what Solebury Residents 

want the park to be as an outcome and listed examples of parks from other townships that 
were developed with a purpose in mind.  He inquired whether the residents of Solebury 
want a park that serves as an attraction? If so, when do they want visitors accessing this 
park specifically?  Can 202 handle an influx of visitors at various times of day? 

2. Ms. Reszka and the committee recognized concerns regarding lighting and noise related to 
existing event spaces such as NHS HS stadium. 

3. Ms. Seiz suggested to the committee that what is built will need to be maintained.  What 
does that cost?  How does that happen?  These are all questions to be considered. 

4. Ms. Minich reminded the committee that Bucks County Audubon has trails and other 
resources to be considered and should probably be added onto the matrix for 
consideration. 

5. Ms. Stock-Allen closed discussion by stating that she and Mr. Palmer recognized we have 
about 7-8 additional park-type places in our community like: Bowman’s Tower, The 
Wildflower Preserve, and the Delaware Canal Trail that will be added to the matrix.  A 
comprehensive list of available resources will help the committee to avoid providing 
recommendations for a space that is duplicated with resources presently available to 
residents. 

 
 
 
 



 

4 
 

IV. New Business 
A. Work Session 

Ms. Stock-Allen led the committee review of pending schedules and focus issues.   
Highlights included: Direction for committee to help reach targeted goals of July 18th 
presentation to BOS providing committee’s recommendation for property and December when 
committee votes on final recommendation for property. Crafting a project statement about 
committee intentions for property.  Developing specific recommendations and coming up with 
property name.   Get community input on committee’s work. Consideration to be taken on 
timing for neighbor involvement.  Current focus on: committee members gathering and sharing 
information in next few sessions.   
Additional discussion surrounded around: Committee evaluating responses from public survey 
broken down into preference numbers and preference type and balancing against existing 
resources. Subcommittees announced to develop and share with committee: project 
statements, property design options, and community response methods.   Subcommittee 1 
members specified: Kay Reiss, Robin Seiz, and Nancy Stock-Allen. Discussion closed with 
committee members reviewing and ranking focused attributes desired for property 
development.  

 
V. Upcoming Meetings – Tentative agenda 

A. May 24th at 7:00pm 
a. Subcommittee 1 Presentation of:  Vision, Mission, and Principles for 202 Property -

Followed by Committee Discussion 

b. Chair’s Explanation of: Concept Development Process and Timeline. 

c. Nancy Minich, Committee Landscape Architect, - Presentation 

VI. Public Comment 

• No Comment 
 
VII. Adjournment  
 
The work session adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
         Erika Canterbury 
 



Solebury Township
Park Planning and Design

Presented by:
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We have years of success securing 
county, state, federal, and private 
funding for a broad range of 
municipal needs including:
• Planning
• Design
• Feasibility Studies
• Transportation
• Stormwater Management
• Potable Water Systems
• Sanitary Sewer Systems
• Recreation Facilities
• Streetscape Improvements
• Sustainability Improvements



G&A has the experience to help our clients realize
the true value of green. A green approach to an
infrastructure can result in a project attaining
multiple goals, enabling limited capital funds to be
successfully leveraged. For example:

• a green streetscape that integrates MS4 
stormwater benefits with traffic calming and 
pedestrian mobility

• a road program that reduces impervious 
surfaces and enables safer bicycle travel while 
improving traffic flow at critical intersections

• stormwater management retrofits that 
perform over a wide range of storm events 
while providing water quality and habitat 
enhancements with reduced maintenance 
costs

• park designs that integrate sustainable  design 
elements as teaching tools for an investment in 
tomorrow’s leaders
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Questions & Answers



Township and Park Name Description Baseball Teeball Softball Volleyball Basketball Tennis Soccer Lacross Football Open Hard Court All Purpose Field Walking Trails Nature Area Picnic Area Parking Gazeebo/ PavillionPlayground Restrooms Summer ConcertsMemorial Area Food Garden Outdoor FireplacePocket Park Lawn Just Benches ADA Playground Grills Pet Stations Concessions Educational SignageOutdoor ClassroomFishing ADA Trail Ice Skating Community BuildingStage Area

Solebury
https://www.soleburytwp.org/parks-
recreation/pages/facilities-parks-trails

Aquetong Spring Park

Located along U.S. Route 202 and the corner of Lower Mountain Road, 
this 48-acre site was acquired by Solebury Township in 2009 from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Solebury has developed the site into a 
unique park for both educational and recreational opportunities, while 
maintaining the sensitive eco-system, which is currently a habitat for a 
wide variety of plant and animal life. Many trails wind their way throughout 
the park, and directional signs are located along these pathways, with 
benches and overlook areas. The actual spring water cascades over a 
waterfall, then meanders through the twists and turns YES YES YES YES YES YES

Canal Park

Located along River Road opposite Magill's Hill Park. Recreation area has 
11 acres of open fields with access to the Delaware Canal. Improvements 
include a multi-purpose field, parking, trail and access bridge over the 
canal to the towpath walking trail, and portable restroom facilities. YES YES YES YES

Laurel Park

Located immediately behind the Solebury Township Municipal Building. 
Provides one softball field, two tee-ball fields, three baseball fields, one 
intramural soccer field, one football field, a full-service snack stand with 
covered picnic table area, ADA restroom facilities, and a playground 
designed for children ages 2 to 12. Ample parking is available. YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Magill's Hill Park

Unique to Solebury's recreational offerings is Magill's Hill, a 5-acre site of 
steeply sloped hills. Located at the corner of Chapel Road and River 
Road just north of the New Hope to Lambertville Toll Bridge. Provides 
excellent winter sports activities such as sledding and snowboarding on a 
large hill overlooking the scenic Delaware River. Small picnic area with 
limited parking. No restroom facilities. YES YES

North Pointe Open Space / Recreation Park

Contains 104 acres of open space with 30 acres designated for future 
active recreation. Located adjacent to Fox Run Preserve age-restricted 
community and next to the North Pointe housing development along 
Sugan Road and US 202. Pedestrian access and parking provided in 
designated areas along Creekside Drive. Access to the 30-acre site 
adjacent to Fox Run Preserve is via Silver Tail Lane off of Route 202. YES YES

Pat Livezey Park

The Upper Park entrance is located just off Sunset Drive at the corner of 
Hagan and Parkside Drives. The Lower Park entrance is located on the 
north side of U.S. Route 202 approximately one-half mile north of the 
intersection with Sugan Road. The Upper Park provides a unique 
playground designed for ages 5 to 12, a walking trail, soccer field with 
spectator seating, snack stand, ADA restroom facilities with picnic area, 
and an open air, stone pavilion with picnic tables and grills. The Lower 
Park provides a lighted soccer field, a practice field and an open-air 
concert area. Both the Upper and Lower Park are connected by grass 
trails. Ample parking at each location. YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Solebury Trail

The Solebury Trail traverses a portion of the electric company power line 
along U.S. Route 202, providing an excellent walking, bicycle and jogging 
path that connects to the athletic fields at New Hope-Solebury High 
School. The Solebury Trail is currently undergoing plans for expansion. It 
begins at the intersection of Sugan Road next to the Eagle Fire Company 
building and provides excellent walking, bicycle and jogging paths that 
eventually connects to the athletic fields at New Hope-Solebury High 
School, to the Canal Park Trail, and to Magill's Hill Park. YES

Solebury Park

Located along Upper Mountain Road and Street Road, the site contains 
80 acres of undeveloped open fields, farmland and woods. The site was 
designated for future active and passive recreation use by the Township 
Board of Supervisors. A preliminary "concept plan" was prepared through 
a series of public meetings, and planning will continue in the future. YES

West Amwell
https://www.westamwelltwp.org/parks-and-
recreation

Hewitt Park

Hewitt Park features playground equipment, an open-air pavilion, 
restrooms, a baseball/softball field, and soccer fields. The park is open 
daily until sunset.

YES YES YES YES YES YES

Arnett Park

Arnett Park features playground equipment and picnic benches. It is a 
shared pocket park located on the border with Lambertville on Hancock 
Street in Connaught Hill.

YES YES

Lambertville
https://lambertvillenj.org/recreation-page-
list/262-lambertville-parks

Ely Field

The City’s largest park gifted to the City by the Closson Family, Ely Field 
is located at the base of Music Mountain, and spans from Jefferson Street 
to the Lambertville Public School. The park consists of two baseball fields, 
an 80-yard football field, meeting pavilion, playground, basketball court, 
and also houses the Lambertville Public School’s Learning Garden. Ely 
Field is home to the Lambertville Ramblers youth football team, and 
provides fields for the Lambertville-West Amwell Youth Baseball & 
Softball Association.

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Cavallo Park

One of the City’s most-cherished parks, Cavallo Park is home to the 
largest playground space in Lambertville, as well as a newly build pavilion 
with an outdoor fireplace. The park was refurbished through loans and 
grant funding provided by the State of New Jersey Green Acres and by 
Geoffrey Cook, cofounder of myYearbook. The park was rededicated in 
2016. Cavallo Park is located at the intersection of Mouth Hope and South 
Union Streets.

YES YES

Mary Sheridan Park

Tucked among historic homes on York Street is Mary Sheridan Park, first 
established following the Civil War as the home for the City’s monument 
to its fallen Union soldiers. The park is home to a large gazebo which also 
serves as the focal point for Lambertville’s annual Memorial Day 
commemoration. The park is lined with garden space and benches for 
enjoyment.

YES YES

Arnett Park
Arnett Park is a charming pocket park located on Hancock Street within 
the City’s border with West Amwell Township on Connaught Hill. YES

North Union Street Park

Located at the intersection of Cherry and North Union Streets, the City 
currently is constructing new park on a one-acre parcel that previously 
had been planned for residential development. The new park will include 
rain gardens to improve drainage, a lawn for public enjoyment, new trees, 
and sidewalk and curbing.

YES

Lambertville Nature Trail

Located on the hills above Ely Field is the Lambertville Nature Trail. 
Originally built by the local Boy Scouts, it winds through woodlands 
purchased by the City and preserved as open space. The trail can be 
accessed at Alexander and Perry Roads, and terminates at upper York 
Street.

YES

New Hope
http://newhopeborough.org/1342/Borough-
Managed-Parks

East Randolph Street Pocket Park
A perfect quiet pocket park, tucked in at the end of East Randolph Street 
on the Delaware River. YES

Lenape Park

Lenape Park is a perfect spot for lunch, catching a summer breeze or 
lounging in the shade. It showcases a manmade babbling water feature 
and gazebo, with plenty of benches tucked in to quiet corners. A great 
vantage point to watch the New Hope-Ivyland train.

YES

Ferry Landing Park

This historically-certified park stands on the location of Coryell's ferry, a 
commercial hub that played a critical role in the Revolutionary War. 
Benches overlook the Delaware River, providing scenic views of the 
opposite shore, water fowl and boats.

YES

The Green Roof Park

Built on the south side of the Borough Community Room, the Green Roof 
offers patio tables, chairs, and plenty of native plants and trees. Part of 
the Borough's commitment to the environment, this green roof is a 
foundation of soil, compost, plants, and an irrigation system that covers a 
building's roof to provide insulation to the building while helping control 
storm water runoff.

YES

Upper Makefield
https://uppermakefield.org/residents/parks-
recreation/

Brownsburg Park

This 37-acre park includes an ADA-compliant playground with play areas 
designated for younger and older children. As the park use has grown, 
we’ve added a pavilion, charcoal grills, a tennis court and a basketball 
court, trees and benches, and pet stations

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Lookout Park

This park has 3 baseball fields, 2 softball fields, the “Tenderfoot Trail” for 
walkers and bikers, pet stations, plus picnic tables, a snack shack and 
restrooms. A playground designed for kids ages 2-5 was added in 2016.

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Plumstead https://www.plumstead.org/parks.html

Allohaken Park
33.25 acres Natural wildlife area open to walking Regulation 90' base path 
baseball field YES YES YES

Owls Nest Park

26.16 acres Natural wildlife area open to walking ADA trail Boardwalks 
over wetlands Outdoor classroom with Educational Signage Picnic Area 
Fishing pond

YES YES YES YES YES YES

Landis Park

7.25 acres Natural wildlife and wooded area with 1.25 mile paved 
bike/walk path Two regulation 60' base path baseball fields Tot-lot, swing 
set, basketball court, open hard court 20' x 40' pavilion Born Learning Trail 
Ice skating rink (seasonal)

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Jennifer Schweitzer Park
11 acres Wildlife area with walking path and foot bridges Tot lot and swing 
set Regulation 60' base path baseball field Parking lot YES YES YES YES YES

Joseph E. Hanusey III Community Park

48 acres Two baseball fields Two soccer fields (all purpose field) Three 
basketball courts Lighted Fields Two Bullpens One batting cage One 
pavilion Extensive walking trail around all the athletic fields Community 
Building w/three public restrooms Tot Lot Walking path connecting 
Patriots Ridge to the park Approx 24 acres of wooded parkland Parking 
lot

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Veterans Park

825 acres 6th Park for the Township Park design is based on "A Yellow 
Ribbon - Symbol of Hope" Five alcoves, one for each branch of our 
military Etched plates in each alcove, depict the history of the respective 
branch A timeline of historical events pertaining to the military branch is 
also depicted Two Honor Roll Boards (Plumsteadville & Gardenville) The 
park was designed by students in DelVal College's Department of 
Landscape Architecture and Environmental Sciences Park includes a 
walking path around the park, a foot bridge and a stage area.

YES YES YES

North Branch (Neighborhood) Park
Approx 2 acres Neighborhood Park Baseball field (no regulations / used 
for pick-up games) On street parking only YES

Cabin Run (Neighborhood) Park
Neighborhood Park Tot-Lot (5 - 12 year old) Neighborhood connecting 
trail On street parking only YES

Gardenville Fields (Neighborhood) Park

Neighborhood Park 28 acres Two soccer/lacross fields Two 
baseball/softball fields All purpose sports fields ADA accessible with ADA 
access to each field & walking path connecting to existing neighborhood 
Sitting benches along the way Bike racks On street parking only 
Educational signage (like Owl's Nest) - coming soon

YES YES YES YES YES YES

Buckingham
https://www.buckinghampa.
org/departments/parks-recreation/

Holicong Park YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Hansell Park YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

George M Bush Park YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Wetland Nature Area YES YES YES YES YES

https://www.soleburytwp.org/parks-recreation/pages/facilities-parks-trails
https://www.soleburytwp.org/parks-recreation/pages/facilities-parks-trails
https://www.westamwelltwp.org/parks-and-recreation
https://www.westamwelltwp.org/parks-and-recreation
https://lambertvillenj.org/recreation-page-list/262-lambertville-parks
https://lambertvillenj.org/recreation-page-list/262-lambertville-parks
http://newhopeborough.org/1342/Borough-Managed-Parks
http://newhopeborough.org/1342/Borough-Managed-Parks
https://uppermakefield.org/residents/parks-recreation/
https://uppermakefield.org/residents/parks-recreation/
https://www.plumstead.org/parks.html
https://www.buckinghampa.org/departments/parks-recreation/
https://www.buckinghampa.org/departments/parks-recreation/
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