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 SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP 202 PROPERTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 May 24 2023– 7:00 P.M. 

Hybrid Meeting 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attendance: Nancy Stock-Allen, Chair, Peter Brussock, Vice-Chair, Nancy Minich, Robert Chase Palmer, 
Joanne Reszka, Rickie Yudin, Robin Seiz, Per von Zelowitz, Barbara Zietchick, Kevin Morrissey, Supervisor 
Liaison, Erika Canterbury, Administrator. Absent: Hanna Howe, Supervisor Liaison, and Kay Reiss. 
 
Zoom recording was turned on.  
  

I. The meeting was called to order.  
 

II. Approval of Minutes – April 26, 2023 
Upon a motion by Mr. Brussock, seconded by Ms. Reszka, the Minutes of April 26, 2023 meeting 
were unanimously approved. 

 
III. New Business 

A. Subcommittee 1: Vision, Mission, and Principles for 202 Property – Followed by 
Committee Discussion 
1. Ms. Seiz set the objectives for discussion and asked that the committee do a high-level 

focus on what the committee sees/envisions for project.  Ms. Stock Allen added the four 
principles proposed as guiding principles were ranked in order of most popular as 
selected by committee members in April meeting. 

2. Ms. Seiz presented proposed Vision, Statement and Guiding Principles and asked for 
committee to provide feedback.  She reminded the committee these should be high 
level and were not intended to be detailed in nature (copy of which is attached).  
Highlights Included: Crafting and selecting succinct verbiage for the Vision and Mission 
Statement that embodies committee intentions for property to be voted on in June 28th 
meeting.   
Additional discussion surrounded around the Guiding Principles of:  Inclusive Design, 
Smart/Sustainable Design, Solebury Culture, and Building Community. The committee 
focused on language and specific concepts to include in the supporting points for each 
guiding principle. 

3. Updated version of the Vision, Statement and Guiding Principles will be circulated to the 
Committee in advance of the June meeting where the Committee will vote on approval. 

B. Chair’s Explanation of: Concept Development Process and Timeline 
Ms. Stock-Allen led the committee review of focus issues and the upcoming schedule of 
committee member presentations. 
Highlights Included: Explanation of how committee processes should look going forward.  Any 
project examples included should only be used as concepts for idea building (copy of which is 
attached).   
Additional Highlights: Mention of various committee members “idea gathering” presentations in 
June and July: Peter Brussock – Sustainability, Joanne Reszka – Passive Parks, Nancy Stock-Allen 
– Natural Playgrounds and Multi-Age Playgrounds, Rickie Yudin – Possible Park 
Features/Structures, Robert Chase Palmer – Community Gardens.   
1. Workbooks handed out with pages for note taking and helping members be mindful of how 

presentations relate to Guiding Principles.  
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IV. Presentation 

A. Nancy Minich – Committee Landscape Architect 
The presentation’s purpose was to share an overview of the master planning process and 
demonstrate how a designer and landscape architect are involved, to illustrate process through 
sharing actual projects, and suggesting sustainable materials and ideas.   Ms. Minich focused on 
examples of favorite projects and how each projects’ planning process and notable features 
might be considered for the 202 Property (copy of which is attached).   A question and answer 
session followed. 

1. Highlights Included: DCNR definition, master planning process overview from various 
projects that would be of interest to the committee, views and processes for community 
involvement in planning, an example of a project funded through resources other than 
DCNR, and concepts and materials used for sustainable design such as porous pavers 
and solar lighting. 

2. Additional Highlights: information regarding using native plants and species in park 
projects, township/municipality requirements to do so, as well as sustainable uses and 
applications for grasses, flowers, and plants.  The importance of signage which informs 
as well as educates residents and park visitors on the use of such natural applications. 

3. ADA accessibility challenges was discussed and how these challenges were addressed on 
a particular project by informing the user via trail maps and allowing the user to decide 
what they are able to navigate. 
 

**Nancy Stock-Allen announced she put in a request to the Township Manager for a basic figure eight 
trail to be mowed through the 202 Property.  This would allow committee members and residents to be 
able to walk the property and begin to use the space.  It will take some time for grass to grow and trail 
to become apparent. 
 
***Peter Brussock, along with his firm, to supply an accurate base map of 202 Property for the 
committee to use. Nancy Stock-Allen to supply exiting plans/resources/etc. for project.  Subsequently, 
the Township decided not to supply the existing plans/resources/etc. as they are not regarded as 
needed to meet the Committee’s mission. 
 

V. Upcoming Meetings – Tentative agenda 
A. June 28th at 7:00pm 

a. Subcommittee 1 Presentation of Revised:  Vision, Mission, and Principles for 202 
Property -Followed by Committee Discussion and Possible Vote. 

b. Peter Brussock – Sustainability Presentation 
c. Joanne Reszka – Passive Parks Presentation 

B. Nancy Stock-Allen would like to present approved 202 Property Committee: Vision, Mission, 
and Principals along with update of committee progress to BOS at July 18th Meeting. 

VI. Public Comment 
• John DeAndrea, resident, appreciated the insightful presentation and commented on how Ms. 

Minich’s discussion of natural applications had him thinking about grass cutting. He stated the 
discussion of year-round use made him think about winter and how Yardley Borough has a 
manmade pond.  He would like to see the township develop a pond that could encourage toy 
boat sailing in the spring and fall and in the winter, there could be activities like ice skating. 

 
VII. Adjournment 
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The work session adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted 

         Erika Canterbury 



The Master Planning Process

Solebury Township 202 Property Committee

Nancy A. Minich, HTR, RLA, MLA
NAM Planning & Design, LLC

landscape architecture  planning  restoration  horticultural therapy

P.O. Box 86, Lahaska, PA 18933

May 24, 2023



PURPOSE OF PRESENTATION:

• Review master planning process
• Illustrate process via NAM’s actual projects
• Suggest sustainable materials & ideas



The Master Planning Process
DCNR requires a steering committee to work with the landscape architect

throughout the master planning process

1. Develop Base Map: with contours, 
buildings, roads…

2. Inventory: Map & Research 
• Natural Resources: geology, 

hydrology, soils, plants…
• Built /Man-made Resources: roads, 

walkways, signage, traffic…
• Historic/Cultural Resources: if any

2. Develop Community 
Surveys & Key Person 
Interviews 

3. Conduct Analysis: Summarize inventory & community 
findings with project goals 

4. Develop Conceptual Designs
5. Develop Final Design 
6. Implementation



Curtis Arboretum Conservation & 
Landscape Management Plan
Elkins Park, Cheltenham Twp, PA  (85 acres)

2016      





Project Goals
Township of Cheltenham

DCNR-funded Project

• Develop the long-term plan for the design and historic 
renovation of the Arboretum and overall site.

• Develop long-term property management strategies to 
preserve the historic and natural resources. 

• Innovation of recreational and/or educational activities.

• Document the historic landscapes and pursue 
designation as a Historic American Landscape Survey 
(HALS) site according to the National Park Service 
standards.



Key Person Interviews 
& Community Survey Summary

• OVERALL the PUBLIC LOVES CURTIS ARBORETUM. 
• What people liked most about Curtis: history, architecture, trees, 

peace and solitude, pond, the creek.
• If programs developed: self-guided tours, guided walks, labeled plant 

material, lectures, special workshops, permanent exhibits, geotagging, 
CSA/ farmers market, permaculture.

• People want to learn more about the Curtis family, the architecture, the 
landscape, the Olmsted Brothers.

• 68% felt that the park is not being utilized to its maximum potential.
• 70% felt maintenance was inadequate.
• 68% felt trails inadequate.
• 77% said they would use the park more often if walking & bike access 

were improved. 
• 75% of the 50 surveys respondents do not use the dog park: most of 

the users are non-residents.



Curtis Arboretum Conservation & Landscape Management  Plan

Resource 
Inventory 
& Analysis

The Built Environment
The Natural Environment
The Historic Environment

















Natural area trees overgrown with vines



Katsura Grove





Significant trees – either size or species – have been included in a brochure NAM 
developed for the Township



Erosion from stormwater

Curtis is mowed too often and in the wrong places.  Landscape practices 
in general are not environmentally sound especially the mowing and removal of 
leaves from property. The correct landscape plantings and practices can help improve 
water quality in the Tookany Creek.



Ponds



Dog Park





Curtis Arboretum

Central Park

Photo: Central Park conservancy 

Photo: NAM Planning & Design, LLC

Historic view created 
by Olmsted Brothers 
in the late 1930s







Historic photo of “Lyndon” ~1925 



Mary Louise Curtis Bok Zimbalist





Olmstead Archives
(ORGO)





The master plan….







Event Space



Entrance off Church Road





Environmental Education Area



Daylight the piped 1st order stream



IMPLEMENTATION





Major changes
in 
Curtis 
Arboretum
Site Features





Patriots Park
112 Court St, Newtown Boro, PA

0.91 acres







DCNR is not 
the only source 
of funding for 
master plans



Meadows 
& Paths



Newtown Common 0.18 acres

Newtown Boro, PA

Project goals:
• Increase accessibility to 

the park & Newtown 
Creek

• Restore & protect the 
banks of the Creek

• Highlight the historic & 
environmental aspects 
of the park



Existing conditions



Newtown Common and Creek Restoration Plan



Site Plan



Coir Biotechnical Streambank Stabilization



Newtown Common and Creek Restoration Plan



Immediately 
after planting





1st year growing seasons



3 growing seasons









Porous Pavers















Higbee Park 0.85 acres
Bethlehem, PA



Powell School 0.59 acres 

Phila, PA









Principles:

Inclusive Design

Smart/Sustainable Design

Solebury Culture

Building Community











A Look ahead….





A Look ahead…

June meeting
Peter B presents examples of sustainability in parks

Joanne R presents several park design solutions 

Mission Statement vote to adopt (or not)

July Meeting
Ricki Y will present possibilities in pavilions

Nancy SA will present nature-based playgrounds and 
multi-generation playgrounds

Anyone else want to present?

SUBCOMMITTEE during July
Identify, describe, and prioritize specific ideas to fulfill our project statement and benchmarks.



Please take notes in the provided notebooks.
Leave behind at the end of each meeting.



August
Refine preliminary list of best ideas to fulfill project statement.
Consider environmental and cost impact.
Generate names for property.   

Subcommittee 2: Begin Rough sketches for property options.    



How are we going to develop ideas and sketches?
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