
 

Solebury Messenger 
c 

A bimonthly publication of Solebury Township 

Vol. 22, No. 3  S P R I N G  I S S U E  MAY 2016 

I 
n order to make an impact on what mat-

ters most, the supervisors spent the be-

ginning of the year culling priorities 

from a lengthy to-do list derived largely from 

Solebury’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 “Much of what the board does involves 

overseeing the day-to-day activities of the 

government,” Supervisor Chair Helen Tai 

explained. “For example, we make sure the 

bills are paid, the roads are paved and 

plowed, and our parks are maintained.” 

 “Identifying priorities allows us to proac-

tively make the best possible use of the rest of 

our time,” with a goal of “making the Town-

ship an even better place to live,” she said. 

 While many local initiatives are always 

in process (e.g., restoration of Aquetong 

Spring Park; additions to the Solebury Trail; 

updates to HARB guidelines; installation of 

smart traffic lights on Route 202), the priori-

ties that follow require the Township to be 

forward-thinking to prevent potentially nega-

tive consequences. 

 Future articles in the Solebury Messenger 

and on the Township website will explore 

these topics in greater depth. 

Land Preservation 

 Farmland and Farming: Agriculture is 

Solebury’s heritage, but as farmland passes 

from one generation to the next, the threat of 

development grows more imminent. To en-

courage the viability of farming, the Town-

ship will focus its land preservation efforts on 

farmland and will work toward making local 

ordinances and policies more farm-friendly. 

Environment/Public Safety  

 Quarrying Impacts: Solebury would like 

to work with the appropriate governmental 

entities and New Hope Crushed Stone to en-

sure that future uses of the quarry property 

are consistent with the Township’s conserva-

tion and development objectives. 

 Fracking Impacts: Because a moratorium 

against fracking in the Delaware River Basin 

expires in 2018 and may not be renewed, 

Supervisors Set Township Priorities 

SOLEBURY’S SUPERVISORS: As part of an initiative to enhance communication 
with citizens, the board has created official email addresses for each supervisor (l. 
to r.): Supervisor Kevin Morrissey (kmorrisey@soleburytwp.org), Supervisor Vice 
Chair James Searing (jsearing@soleburytwp.org), Supervisor Chair Helen Tai 

(htai@soleburytwp.org), Supervisor Noel Barrett (nbarrett@soleburytwp.org), and 
Supervisor Paul Cosdon (pcosdon@soleburytwp.org). The addresses may also be 
found in the Township Directory (p. 7) and on the Township website 
(SoleburyTwp.org). 

2016 Summer 
Adventure Camp 

 

Registration Now Open 
 

R egistration is now open for Solebury’s 

six-week 2016 Summer Adventure 

Camp, which will be held at New Hope-

Solebury Upper Elementary School in New 

Hope. 

The Parks and Recreation day camp starts 

at 9 AM July 5 and ends at 3 PM August 12. 

Spaces are limited and fill quickly.  

Parents can register children in grades K-

6 for any number of weeks, and discounts are 

available to those who sign up before June 1. 

Forms and information are available as 

downloads from SoleburyTwp.org (click the 

photo of the Canal Park footbridge at mid-

page, then click Documents and Forms), as 

well as at Township Hall. 

This year’s camp adventures will include 

“Mad Science” workshops and demonstra-

tions, magic shows, karate instruction, arts 

and crafts, and special events and activities 

that vary from week to week. Returning is a 

fitness and obstacle course featuring unique 

tunnels and crawl-through tubes. 

Many fitness and sports activities are held 

outdoors, while basketball, floor hockey, and 

quick start tennis programs are held in the 

school gym. 

Solebury’s day camp is a Pa. Recreation 

and Park Society award winner for both its 

excellent programming and its focus on 

health, fitness, and wellness. N 
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Township Calendar 
Calendar information is subject to last-minute changes.  

Confirm all dates and times with the Township office.  

All meetings are held at Solebury Township Hall. 
 

 

May 
5/2 Historical Architectural Review Board, 7 pm 

5/3 Board of Supervisors, 7pm 

5/9 Planning Commission, 7 pm 

5/10 Environmental Advisory Council, 7 pm 

5/17 Board of Supervisors, 7 pm 

5/19 Land Preservation Committee, 7 pm 

5/26 Parks & Recreation Board, 7 pm 

5/30 HOLIDAY—TOWNSHIP OFFICES CLOSED 

June 
6/6 Historical Architectural Review Board, 7 pm 

6/13 Planning Commission, 7 pm 

6/14 Environmental Advisory Council, 7 pm 

6/16 Land Preservation Committee, 7 pm 

6/21 Board of Supervisors, 7pm 

6/23 Parks & Recreation Board, 7 pm 

 

 

 
Stay on top of meeting times with email alerts! 

Visit: SoleburyTwp.org 

Click “Solebury Email Alerts”  

and enter your email address. 

A NOTE TO OUR ADVERTISERS 
Publication of advertisements in the Solebury Messenger 

does not represent endorsement by the Township or its officers 

of any products, services, businesses, or ideas mentioned.  

Also, no political advertisements will be accepted. 

 

 

Dear Taxpayer: 

 Through the Solebury Messenger, the Township gives you, the 

taxpayer, firsthand information about Township matters. In these 

pages, you will read about what is being done to preserve and 

improve the quality of life as you know it, as well as how your hard-

earned tax dollars are being spent. 

 The Solebury Messenger is created by Kay Hayes and Marie 

Collins, of School Window Publications; the newsletter celebrated  

its 20-year anniversary with the publication of the Nov. 2015 issue.   

 This bimonthly periodical is primarily ad-sponsored—a method 

which allows the Township to provide taxpayers with six profession-

al newsletters each year for a fraction of the actual cost. To place an 

advertisement supporting this periodical, contact Kay (609-397-8483 

or ads.schoolwindow@gmail.com). 

 If you live in the Township, but are not currently receiving a 

copy of the Solebury Messenger through the mail, please contact 

Kay so that she can add your name and address to our mailing list. 

 Other correspondence should be directed to the appropriate 

Township official. For more information, see the Township directory 

on page 7. 

                          Kay and Marie 

Printed on recycled paper by Hermitage Press, Trenton, NJ 
© School Window Publications 
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 Locally owned and operated  

 All work installed by owner 

 All work 100% guaranteed  

 Fully insured and bonded  

 Roofing professionally installed since 1970 
 

 
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

2302 Street Road Lahaska, PA 
Office and Fax 215-794-7634 

http://www.SoleburyTwp.org
http://www.SoleburyTwp.org
mailto:ads.schoolwindow@gmail.com
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Register Now! 
 

 
 
 
 

Supervisors Get New Emails 
As part of a board initiative to enhance 

communication with citizens, each  

Solebury supervisor now has an official 

Township email address: 
 

Supervisor Chair Helen Tai 

htai@soleburytwp.org 
 

Supervisor Vice-Chair James Searing 

jsearing@soleburytwp.org 
 

Supervisor Noel Barrett  

nbarrett@soleburytwp.org 
 

Supervisor Paul Cosdon  

pcosdon@soleburytwp.org 
 

Supervisor Kevin Morrissey  

kmorrissey@soleburytwp.org 
 

 

The addresses may also be found in the 

Township Directory (p. 7) and on the 

Township website (SoleburyTwp.org).  

 
 

Board Appoints New 
LPC Members 

Solebury welcomes the two latest  

additions to the  

Land Preservation Committee (LPC): 

 Eva Caputo 

 Tamara Lesh 

BASKETBALL CHAMPS: Solebury’s 7th-grade girls’ travel team won the Inter-County 
Basketball Association championship in March by defeating neighboring rival, 
Doylestown, 25-21, in the last minute of the fourth quarter. They ended the season 
with a 14-1 record. The team includes (back, l. to r.) Head Coach Greg Cathcart, 

players Gabriella Vitelli and Grace Hanly, Assistant Coach Gary Saxton, and (front, l. to 
r.) players Kendall Cathcart, Kate Dougherty, Juliana Covino, Rachel Saxton, and 
Samantha Kruopas. (Assistant Coach Mike Dougherty is missing from the photo.) 

 2016 
July 5 - Aug. 12 

 

New Hope-Solebury 
Upper Elementary School 

A COMPLETE JOB FROM 
CONSULTATION TO CLEANUP 

 

Landscape Design & Planting 
Hardscape Installation 

Quality Service at Reasonable Rates 

Mark Werkheiser, B.S. Ornamental Horticulture 

215-345-4289 

 Spring & Summer Cleanup 

 Edging, Pruning, Mulching 

 Landscape Renovations 
 

“References Gladly Furnished” 
I look forward to hearing from you.  

Call now for a free estimate! 

No Job Too Small 

Est. 1977 

JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE: 

MAY 12-13, 9-11AM 
REGISTER NOW FOR FALL 2016! 

 

Trinity Day School 
6587 Upper York Rd., Solebury, Pa. 

215-297-5510 
dayschool@trinitysolebury.org 

www.trinitysolebury.org/tds 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Pre-K for 4’s and young 5’s 

Pre-School Classes for 3’s 

Toddler-Grow for 2½ year olds    

 Dedicated to the social & 
emotional development of 
the young child 

 Small class sizes & gentle 
atmosphere for learning 

 Long-standing, experienced staff 
 Faith-based principles support a  
   home-like environment 
 Extended full-day program available 

mailto:cbove@trinitysolebury.org
http://www.trinitysolebury.org/tds


T 
he Aquetong Spring Park Adviso-

ry Committee—appointed by the 

Board of Supervisors late last year to 

formulate recommendations for the devel-

opment of Aquetong Spring Park for pas-

sive recreation and environmental educa-

tion—released a preliminary report in 

March recommending that, prior to the 

Township making improvements to the site, 

the board engage a professional to assess the 

stability of the stream created last summer 

when the Township simultaneously 

breached the 1870 dam and drained the 15-

acre lake the aging dam supported. 

 The steps taken last summer were part 

of a Township plan to restore the park’s 

significant coldwater creek system to its 

natural state, and as expected, a new stream 

fed by the spring has since cut across the 

former lakebed (see photos at right) and 

connected downstream with an existing 

portion of Aquetong Creek, Township Man-

ager and Public Works Director Dennis Car-

ney said. 

 Since the preservation of local water 

quality and the ecological integrity of all 

components involved in the restoration pro-

ject are high priorities for the Township, the 

advisory committee recommends that a li-

censed restoration expert assess whether the 

stages and pace of this largely natural pro-

cess are progressing as expected. 

 At issue, the advisory committee as-

serts, is the stability of the new stream’s 

path and banks, and the potential impact of 

what is known as “legacy sediment,” the 

soft top layers of soil that once served as 

lakebed. 

 “High sediment loading into Aquetong 

Creek and stream bank instability on the 

former lakebed” could hinder the success of 

the restoration, the report states. 

 Lake sediment was collected with the 

aide of a filtering and trapping mechanism 

during the breaching and draining process, 

Dennis said, and “hundreds of truckloads of 

sediment were removed from the site.” 

 However, he noted, the stream banks 

are composed of the former lakebed, and he 

and the advisory committee have observed 

the sloughing of the banks into the stream as 

the waterway finds its course. 

 A professional may be able to say 

whether this is an acceptable part of a natu-

ral process or a potential concern, he added, 

and may be able to suggest steps that should 

be taken to support the stream’s develop-

ment, to halt any degradation, or to divert 

sediment. 

 “It is essential to correctly identify the 

causes of degradation and eliminate or re-

mediate them,” the advisory committee’s 

report states. “Understanding a stream’s 

evolutionary trajectory is crucial to correctly 

diagnosing the problem, as well as to devel-

oping restoration approaches that are likely 

to be sustainable.” 

 The supervisors are considering the 

recommended approach, and the committee 

has resumed work evaluating potential rec-

reational and educational improvements for 

the park. 

 The Aquetong Spring Park Advisory 

Committee is comprised of the following 

volunteers: 

 Barry Fetterolf (Environmental Adviso-

ry Committee) 

 Frank Nassetta (Trout Unlimited) 

 Michael Richardson (Realtor/

Landscape Architect) 

 Dan Dupont (Parks & Recreation 

Board)  

 Michael Zolkewitz, Chair (Aquetong 

Watershed Association) 
  

 To read the advisory committee’s pre-

liminary report in full: 

1. Go to soleburytwp.org > News >  

       Archived News Articles. 

2. Scroll to the headline, Aquetong Spring 

Advisory Committee Report. 

3. Click the last sentence to open the  

        report. N 
 

Township Receives 
Tree Grant  

 

 

 

T he Bucks County Conservation District 

recently awarded Solebury a $5,739.90 

TreeVitalize Watershed Grant to support the 

planting of trees at Aquetong Spring Park.  

 When combined with the Township’s 

$3,217 matching contribution, the $8,956.90 

project will enable the planting a variety of 

young native-Pennsylvania trees (1) to help 

stabilize the new stream’s riparian buffer 

and meadow, and (2) to increase the canopy 

around the former lakebed.  

 Planting will begin along existing tree 

lines and work inward toward the riparian 

buffer. N 

Aquetong Spring Park Advisory Committee 
Releases Preliminary Report 
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THE PIDCOCK AGENCY 
 

INSURANCE 
315 West Bridge St. • P.O. Box 9 

New Hope, PA 18938-0009 

(215) 862-2001 
 

Independent insurance agents representing 
HARLEYSVILLE • WESTFIELD TRAVELERS 

OHIO CASUALTY • GMAC 
FLOOD • MOTORCYCLE • SPECIALTIES 
Access to CHUBB and FIREMANS FUND 

 

Call Frank Cosner Jr. or Patty Cosner        www.pidcockagency.com 

Serving the 

community 

since 1931 

 

 slatterycompany.com 

Landscape Contractors 
Landscape Masonry & Fine Gardens 

 

 
 

 
 

 

SLATTERY & COMPANY 
 

215 630 1752                                                Solebury Resident 

 

Safe Deer 
Management  
Practiced Here 
 

Solebury needs landowners 
who are willing to allow safe, legal 
hunting on their land as part of the 

Deer Management Program. Contact 
Jean Weiss to learn more: 

215-297-5656 

 



Seasons of Aquetong Spring Park 

LAKEBED STABILIZATION: A few weeks after the dam was breached to drain the manmade lake fed by Aquetong Spring, 
the lakebed was sewn with a native seed mix of wildflowers, oats, and grasses to help stabilize the soil. The photos above 
show how the resulting meadow was progressing about two months after planting (left) and in late autumn (right). The one 

at left looks north toward the Judy house from mid-meadow, with the new creek now flowing from Aquetong Spring visible in 

the upper-left quadrant, while the other looks south across the meadow, with the Judy house to the viewer’s back and the top 
ledge of what remains of the earthen dam visible in the upper-left quadrant.  

TREE PLANTING & WINTERING: In October, the Township planted young trees to extend the wooded area around the Judy 
house (left). Trees were also planted along the new stream buffer in the fall to aide bank stabilization over the winter, though 
these are not visible in the photo (right). Similarly, trees funded by the recent Bucks County Conservation District grant will 
be planted around the circumference of the new meadow, starting at the existing tree line and converging inward, as well as 

in some areas closer to the new stream.  
 

Photos are courtesy of Don Schoenleber, who is helping to document the restoration of Aquetong Spring for the Solebury Historical Society.  
To view a breathtaking video of the draining of the lake that shows the gravel-and-bio-log filtration system used to contain sediment, visit 

soleburyhistory.org and click Research > Online-Exhibits > Aquetong Spring Park.  
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STAND UP 

AND BE NOTICED 
with a full-page insert in the 

Solebury Messenger 
 

609-397-8483 
ads.schoolwindow@gmail.com 

facebook.com/schoolwindowpublications 



2016 Household Hazardous Waste 
Recycling Events (No E-Waste) 

May 28 
Harry S. Truman High School 
3001 Green Lane, Levittown 

June 25 
Upper Bucks County Area Vo-Tech School 

3115 Ridge Road, Bedminster 

July 23 
Central Bucks South High School 

1100 Folly Road, Warrington 

July 26 
Central Bucks South High School 

1100 Folly Road, Warrington 

August 6 
Quakertown Community High School 

 600 Park Avenue (Rear Lot), Quakertown 

August 27 
Bucks County Technical High School 

610 Wistar Road, Bristol 

These events are not open to business, industry, or institutions. 

        Each event is held, rain or shine, from 9 AM-3 PM. 

  

To learn what you can and cannot bring: 

 Visit: www.buckscounty.org/recycling 

 Call the PA DEP Recycling Hotline: 1-800-346-4242 

 Call the Bucks County Planning Commission: 215-345-3400 

Solebury is conducting a study to determine 

which environmentally sensitive areas could 

be harmed by fracking and other forms of 

mining and drilling, as this could serve as a 

possible basis for developing regulations to 

protect residents from such impacts. 

 Deer Management: The deer population 

in Solebury (and Bucks County as a whole) 

continues to exceed a sustainable 40-50 ani-

mals per square mile, resulting in crop dam-

age, understory destruction, diseased deer, 

and vehicular accidents. Consequently, the 

Township must improve its deer management 

practices. 

Government Functioning 

 Permitting: While Solebury’s ordinances 

and construction codes must be followed, the 

permitting process can be improved so it is 

fair and reasonably easy for homeowners to 

navigate. 

 Openness & Transparency: To better 

inform residents of the issues and decisions 

the Township faces, Solebury is working on 

additional ways of communicating, such as 

recording, videotaping, or broadcasting meet-

ings, and using email and social media more 

effectively. 

 Public Works: The board is contemplat-

ing the best possible use for the current Pub-

lic Works building after the new one is com-

pleted this spring. The Township will also 

decide whether to construct a new salt storage 

facility and police locker rooms. N 

Township Priorities 
( continued from page 1 ) 

 

Volunteers Needed 
for Solebury Day  

Subcommittee  
  

Solebury Parks and Recreation 

is looking for community volunteers to 

serve on the Solebury Day 2016 subcommittee. 

If you are interested, please contact:  

soleburyparks@soleburytwp.org N 

Planning an Addition or Renovation?  
Be smart: Talk to the Township first.  

 

We have a wealth of handouts in the office and on  
soleburytwp.org (Resources > Documents & Forms > 

Permits) that provide guidance on different kinds 
of  projects, and our staff can help you navigate the 

Township’s forms, approval process, codes, and  
regulations. We’re here to help! And getting it right 

the first time could save you time and money. 
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The next issue of the  

Solebury Messenger 
will mail on June 22.  

 
 
 

Deadline for 
advertisers is June 10. 
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Township Directory 
Emergency? Dial: 9-1-1. Nonemergency? Call: 215-297-5656. 

 

Township Manager Dennis H. Carney: 

soleburymanager@soleburytwp.org 
 

Asst. Township Manager/Secretary/Treasurer/Asst. Z.O.  
Gretchen Rice: grice@soleburytwp.org 

 

HARB Administrator, Environmental Advisory Council  

Secretary Christine Terranova: cterranova@soleburytwp.org 
 

Admin. Asst., LPC Administrator, Planning Commission  

Administrator Jean Weiss: jweiss@soleburytwp.org 
 

Parks & Recreation Director Dudley Rice: 

soleburyparks@soleburytwp.org 
 

Right-To-Know Officers  
Administrative Records: Asst. Twp. Manager Gretchen K. Rice, 

soleburymanager@soleburytwp.org 

Police Records: Police Chief Dominick Bellizzie, 

police@soleburypd.org 
 

Zoning Officer/Building Code Official 

Matthew Wojaczyk: mwojaczyk@soleburytwp.org 
 

 

Other Inquiries: soleburytownship@soleburytwp.org 

P.O. Box 139, Solebury, PA 18963 

SoleburyTwp.org 

Supervisor Chair Helen Tai Sup. Vice-Chair James Searing 

htai@soleburytwp.org jsearing@soleburytwp.org 

Supervisor Noel Barrett Supervisor Paul Cosdon 

nbarrett@soleburytwp.org pcosdon@soleburytwp.org 

Supervisor Kevin Morrissey 

kmorrissey@soleburytwp.org 

Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Upcoming Events 

  Summer Adventure 
  Camp 2016 
   July 5 - Aug. 12 

   NH-S Upper Elementary School 
  180 West Bridge St., New Hope 

   For more information and 
   registration form, visit:  

   SoleburyTwp.org (click Canal Park  
   footbridge at mid-page) OR Township Hall. 

 

 

    Volunteers Needed for 
Solebury Day Subcomittee 
     soleburyparks@soleburytwp.org  

 

 
 

To keep abreast of local sports news, visit these websites: 
soleburytwp.org (Parks & Recreation tab) 

www.soleburybaseball.org (baseball) 
www.soleburybasketball.org (basketball) 

www.nhsfcc.com (football) 
www.soleburylacrosse.com (lacrosse) 

www.soleburysoccer.com (soccer) 
www.soleburywrestling.com (wrestling) 

 

Advertise your business in the 

Solebury Messenger  
 
 
 
 

Your ad will reach 5,500 Solebury Township 
households and businesses by direct mail. 

  
 Small (1½”-by-2½”)      (see examples, p. 8)       $115* 
 Medium (2½”-by-2½”)       $140* 
 Large (1/8 page)       (see examples, pp. 3-6, 8)   $165*  
 X-Large (1/4 page)      (see examples, pp. 2, 7)    $325* 
 Special Insert          $675 
 

*Call to learn what discounts are available with a 
one-year contract and/or simultaneous insertion. 

 
Special Offer for New Advertisers:  
Advertise with us for the first time,  

and get our CONTRACT RATE with NO CONTRACT!  
 

609-397-8483 
 

ads.schoolwindow@gmail.com                 
facebook.com/schoolwindowpublications 

 

 

 
Residents of Solebury, Caring for Families Since 1879 

Large Off-Street Parking & Modern Facilities 

Specializing in Church Visitations & Memorial Services 

Affordable Cremation & Traditional Services 

Licensed Funeral Director in PA, NJ & NY 

Assisting Families When an Out-of-State Death Occurs 

Savings for Veterans & Spouses 

CREMATION SHOULD NOT BE OUTSOURCED 

Most funeral homes use a third-party contract crematory.  

Varcoe-Thomas assures every step of care for your loved one 

is managed within our private facility.  

If you choose cremation, let our family care for your family. 

State of the Art Crematory  
Now On Site 

 

Jason “Oz” Oszczakiewicz 
Owner/Supervisor 

215-348-8930 

344 North Main Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 
www.varcoethomasfuneralhome.com 

 

http://www.SoleburyTwp.org
http://www.SoleburyTwp.org
http://www.soleburybaseball.org
http://www.soleburybaseball.org
http://www.nhsfcc.com
http://www.soleburylacrosse.com
http://www.soleburysoccer.com
http://www.soleburywrestling.com
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July 5 - August 12 
New Hope-Solebury Upper Elementary School 

(See pages 1 and 7 for details.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your ad could be here. 
 
 
 

609-397-8483 

 

Crews Surveying, LLC 
Adam D. Crews, PLS 

1806 Deep Run Road 
Suite B 
Pipersville, PA 18947 

Ph: 215-766-2477 
Fx: 215-766-2399 

A.Crews@CrewsSurveying.com 

 

SOLEBURY CHIROPRACTIC 
 

DR. MICHAEL J. PREDIGER 
 

2996 SUGAN ROAD • BOX 85 
SOLEBURY, PENNSYLVANIA 

215 297 8444 
 

HANDS ON HEALTH CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 

 

6650 Lower York Rd. 
New Hope, PA 18938 

215-862-5531 
Fax: 215-862-5532 

 

 

 

 

Creative Landscape Design & Installation 
 

Custom Outdoor Lighting 
 

Complete Outdoor  
Property Maintenance 

 

Certified Hardscape Installation 
 

Owner Operated 

Serving Bucks County for 30 Years 

 

 

www.PLSBlue.com  PA032949 

Call us now to schedule your 

 Spring Projects & Maintenance! 

Spring/Summer 

Catalog has arrived! 
 
 
 
 

609-203-5286 
mythirtyone.com/374546 

 

REGISTER NOW! 
 

Nature Rangers, Insectmania, and 

Magical Fairy Gardens 

Full-day and part-day options for ages 6-12 
 

1635 River Rd., (Rt. 32) New Hope, PA 

bhwp.org (215) 862-2924 

at 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

mailto:A.Crews@CrewsSurveying.com
http://www.PLSBlue.com

