











June 29, 2022

Mr, Dudley Rice

Members of the Parks and Recreation Board
Solebury Township

PO Box 139

Solebury PA 18963

RE: Pickleball Courts Foliow-up

Dear Mr, Rice and Members or the Parks and Recreation Board,

| hope this letter finds you all well. My name is Rich Strucker and | live on Laurel Road, directly across
from Laurel Park. :

As you might recall, almost exactly two years ago, | wrote to the Board on June 25 of 2020 to express my
concerns for the pickleball courts about to be constructed in the park. My concerns were twofold: 1)
that the project was moving forward as a unilateral decision by the Board of Supervisors without
adequate planning, without notice to adjacent residential property owners and without consultation
with their own Parks and Recreation Board and 2) for the disruptive nolise that would accompany the
pickleball activity once courts were opened.

That same evening, on June 25, as part of your monthly scheduled meeting, your Board was kind enough
to have considered and discussed my letter. The discussions and reactions ranged from surprise and
doubt that nolse would be an issue or that pickleball would be that popular, to recognition and
sympathy for the potential for disruption to the quiet enjoyment of our property. There was also some
discussion and expression of surprise that the Supervisors proceeded without engagement of your
Board. These recollections are reinforced by a review of the of the zoom video record from that
meeting.

At that meeting, and in a follow-up response letter to me from Mr. Francis on July 2, 2020, the proposed
path forward was to proceed with construction and wait until the courts were in use to judge the impact
first hand.

As you know, the courts opened in April of 2021 and as | write this, the courts have been in use a little
over a year. | believe that sufficient time has now passed to allow for a reasonable sampling of activity
to evaluate the impacts to the neighbors of the park.

In short, the noise emanating from the pickeball courts is everything | expected it would be, Pickleball
games create a percussive sound with a duration of less than a second (New Jerseys’ Mode! Local Noise
Ordinance defines this as “Impulse Noise”) that travels over distance and is unique to other amblent
background sounds, This impulse nolise is generated at a higher pitch that other activitles like tennis or
basketball and thus, the sound is much more noticeable and annoying,
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Mr, Dudiey Rice @355 )
Solebury Township SOLEBUR
Parks and Recreation Board e TOWNSHIP
PO Box 139

Solsbuty PA 18963

RE: June 25, 2020, Parks and Recreation Board Meeling

Dear Mr, Rice and Members of the Parks and Recreation Board,

Thank you for the oppartunity to submit some comments and questions fo the Board for considaration
at'yourlune 25, 2020 meeting.

We have two somewhat unrelated fssues we wanted to address with you, both, however, related ta
Laurel Park. As a foundation for the issues raised herein it is helpful to understand that my wife and | are
40 year residents of Salebury Township and two years ago moved to a home on Laurel Road just across
from the park.

Thefirst Issue relates to the new paving project now approved for the park and more specifically, the
plan to incorporate two pickleball courts inta the paving project scope. While we recognize the
Township's efforts and goals to offer a variety of recreational opportunities to its residents and also to
offer opportunities that will cater to a broad range of demographics, we wish to undetrstand the
Township’s commensurate consideration for the neighbors of the park and the impact - predominately
nolse - the inclusion of this activity-promises to have,

On the surface one might not conslder pickleball a noisy sport, but by the nature of the game dnd more
specifically, the eguipment, thare results a cansistent “tik-tok” metronome of solind coming froim the
courts, In short doses this is hat concerning, but in farger doses, such as those | would expect coming
from the courls planned here, the metronome moves from consistent to incessant.

Full disclosure, | am a pickieball player s0 | understand how popular it is and accordingly, how popular |
expect it wilf be at Laurel Park, Because of its popularity and {imited availability in Solebury and New
Hape, we would expect there to be activity on these courts for much of the day, seven days a week from
Aptil to December and perhaps longer; depending oh weather, This will result n a nearly non-stop,
amnbient background of ball - on paddle - an ball - on paddle ete. interrupting the otherwise normal quiet
enjoyment.of our property,

We, of caurse understand that we llve across the street fram a park and there are a myriad of athletic
activitles there alohg with the sounds that might accompany those activities, Those activities, however
have limited times and limited seasons that serve to mitigate a potentially more constant intrusion,




We recognize also that the Townshlip’s plans appear to have made an effort to locate the courts as
distantly as possible (within the confines of the park) from the neighboring residents, However, from my
experience, the sounds of the game will nonetheless be apparent, potentially apparent all day, every
day. : )

- Our questions are;

1. Did the Township make any effort to contact the residents surrounding Laurel Park to advise
them of these plans? It might be argued that paving has no impact on the nelghborhood, but
adding pickleball courts certainly does. We were not provided any such notice. If not, why was

- this not considered? ‘

2. Arethere plans to limit hours and access to the courts to at least minimize impacts,

3, Isany fencing or screening planned for the courts that might help to contaln, or otherwise
mitigate, sound transmission?

4, Pickleball Is an extremely popular and growlng sport, What assurances to the nelghbors of
Laurel Park have that future demand will not cause additional courts to be squeezed into the
confines of the park?

Thank you for your consideration and anticipated responses to these concerns and questions,

The second issue relating to Laurel Park that we would like to ralse with the Board Is the issue of
regulations regarding leashing of dogs in the park and the assoclated clean-up after them, We are dog
owners and frequently enjoy the park to walk our dog, Always our dog Is leashed and always we are
vigilant In cleaning up after him. While many other visitors display equal respect for the park grounds,
many others do not and the issue of unleashed dogs has become a constant concern,

Currently there appear to be two small signs in the park advising of the need to leash and clean-up after
dogs. Nelther Is In a particularly prominent position and it appears many people are simply not aware of
the regulations, Others, unfortunately, blatantly disregard the notices and have often bacome
confrontational when we make an effort to remind them of these rules.

Indead my wife was confronted by someone who claimed my wife was harassing her, removed her
iPhone to start to video the exchange and threatened to call the police, My wife happlly invited her to
do s0. She, of course, did not.,

We have reached out to the police to éncourage maybe a bit more enforcement, not necessarily in the

form of fines; but perhaps just as reminders and they suggested we also reach out to you.

One suggestion might simply be the addition of a few, more visible signs In more prominent locations
that visitors can un-mistakenly see as they enter the park.




We think some people Just don't know, but we khow some people Just don’t care and will bezome
confrontational when approached. With psyches and teniperaments as they are these days | don’t want
my wife or myssif to be burdéned with escalations in confrontations over such an innacuous thing.

This is a common courtesy for all park users that ultimately provides a fair and level playing field to help
ensure the safety of all pet owners, their pets and the overall cleanliness of the park,

I the Board considers that adding signage might help, as a good falth expression, we would offerto
share in some way for the costs of such signs,

We believe the Parks and Recreation Board does a wonderful job in providing recreational facilities and
opportunities for the public and hope our comments are taken in a way that can help to enhance the
experiences at Laurel Paik for all,

Our sincere thanks for your taking the time to review this letter and for your consideration for the Issues

raised regarding Laurel Park,

Sincerely,

Rich and Maggie Strucker
6619 Laurel Road

PO Box 136
Solebury, PA, 18963

215.534.5242



Dudley Rice
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From: Richard Strucker <rstrucker@comeast.ner>
Sant: Thursday, September 22, 2022 1:50 PM
To: 'Dan Dupont’; Dudley Rice
Co: 'Richard Strucker'
Subject: FW: S** Everything you wanted to knaw about Pickleball noise abatement but were
afraid to ask (7/22)
Attachments: Acoustifence - Pickleball Courts at Pelican Landing.pdf; Acoustifence reference.pdf;

Acoustifence - Pickleball Courts at Heritage Bay.pdf; AcaustiFence Product Data
Sheet.pdf; Acoustifence Pickleball noise raport February 2018.pdf; Tescana Country Club
- Pickleball Overhead Picture jpg; Acoustifence - Poinsettia Community Park ~ Pickleball
Court -Carlsbad CA.pdf; Sun City Grand - Cimarron Pickleball Facility Noise Study.pclf

Gentlamen

In advance of yourmeeting tonight | wanted to forward the followlng email and attachments from Charles O’Meara who
represents “Acoustibloc” one of the sound mitigating solutions | reference in my June 27 letter. | spoke with Charles on
July 1. If members have not had a chance to fully research this on thelr own these documents will provide some valuable
insights into the product and its performance.

] suspect this is something we might touch on tonight at the meeting so [ thought it might be helpful if everyane had this
in their hands ahead of time with the opportunity to read through and familiarize themselves with this potential
solution. Accordingly, | would appreciate it if you could forward this emall to each of the P & R Committee members,
Please note the extensive list of clients in the body of the emall,

Thanks,

Rich

Richard E, Strucker
215.534.9242
rstrucker@comeast,nat

From: Charles O'Meara [mailto:comeara@acoustiblok.com]

Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 3:09 PM

To; tstrucker@caomeast.net

Subject: 3** Everything you wanted to know about Pickleball noise abatement but were afraid to ask (7/22)

Rich,

| enjoyed speaking with you earlier and [ look forward to helping lower the noise level from the Pickieball courts. As
mentioned, | am sending you out my comprehensive Tennis/Pickleball inquiry package with much of the information
that you will want ta know, including three noise studies that showcase how well our material performs (Noise is
measured on an exponential/logarithmic scale as opposed to a linear one, so every 10dB in noise reduction is
perceived as half as loud, and our material performed even better than that), Our multi-patented, modular all-weather
Acoustifence Pickleball noise curtains have been installad on hundreds of public and private courts across North
America, from the heat of the sunbelt to the Canadian cold. Additionally, they were shown on a story ahout Picklebali
noise on the pational television pews magazine “Mard Copy”.
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Dudley Rice —
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From: Jim Traminell <jmt@trammell.org>
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2022 5:04 PM
To: ' Dudley Rice; 'Dan Dupont’; 'Dudley Rice'
Subject: P&R Committee

Mr, Dudley Rice, CPRP, CPSI
Director of Parks and Recreation
Solebury Township

3092 Sugan Road

Solebury, PA 18963

Dudley,

It is with great regret that I am writing to inform you of my decision to resign my position on the Solebury Township
Parks and Recreation Board, effective immediately,

As must have surmised, I have been struggling with this decision for the whole summer, This afternoon, I received Dan’s
note trying to figure out who was going to show at this week’s P&R meeting, which was the moment of critical mass
where Tknew I could not commit to this month’s meeting or following meetings in a timely or consistent basis, My
business commitments have become too great for me to be able to successfully fulfill the requirements of my position on
the Board. Therefore, it is best for me to make room for someone with the time and energy to devote to the position,

It has been an honor and pleasure being a part of the Parks and Recreation Board. I am proud of what the staff and the
members, past and present, have and accomplished during my participation. I have no doubt that the P&R under your
stewardship will continue these successes in the future.

If I forgot to place any township personnel who in their official capacity need this notice, please forward this to them.
Thank you.

Regards,

James M Trammell,
Principal
The Trammell Group

717-571-1861

This communication is for use by the intended recipients and contains information that may be proprietary,
privileged, confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby formally notified that any use, copying or distribution of this e-mail, in whole or in part, is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful. Please notify the sender by return e-mail that you have received this message
in error and then delete this e-mail from your system. Nothing contained in this message should be construed
as the practice of law or legal advice or analysis. The contents of this message do not constitute a contract
offer or acceptance or contract amendment, All information is from sources deemed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price, prior sale or withdrawal without notice, No representation is made as to
the accuracy of any description, All measurements and square footage are approximate and all information
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